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E LORD, 


AN apology. for 4 lden | am 

now taking, f in + plying this little Work, 
| (without your: Lerdſhip's knowledge) 
the honour ol. Your name, in order to 
its c curreney and credit, would argue 
an ignorance: of the real piety of your 
Lordſhip's character, and a diſtruſt of 
the foundation on which the arguments X? 
| ſtand, whi ch are urged 1 in the Ns 


iv. | DEDICATION, 


"TW SEE Gy TAR its 
an original Work; but the uncouth 
form in which I found ir, with a century 
of years upon its head, has made it ne- 
ceſſary to beſtow nearly as much time and 

pains upon it, as it wapld have required 
to produce an inferior compoſition of 
my own, on the ſubject. Your Lord- 
ſhip' 8 eye, notwithſtanding all my care, 
will, I doubt not, diſcover, now and 
then, ſome marks of its antiquity ; but 
you will not regret, that ſo ſerious an ex- 
hortation to a. fadly-neglefted duty has 
been drawn forth from a ſtate of ob- 
ſeurity, though it ſhould not appear | 
with - at poſſible advantage. | 


"Your Lordfip, 10 am a ure, will: agree 


£ OY oS I 


ments here made uſe 3 could produce : 
convidtion, a very ſatisfactory change : 


might ſoon be expected to take place, 
„ ue 


8 DEDICATION. 7 


through the re- eſtabliſhment of domeſtie 
piety: and thereby would the morals of a 
very numerous and powerful deſcription 
of perſons be gradually reformed, who, 
if ſuffered to continue in unbelief, and 
without religious principles, would add 
no inconſiderable portion to the * 
of en e 


1 * Ke ap to 9 this little 
creatiſe refers are various, and all of 
them are peculiarly intereſting. Huſ- 


bands and wives, parents and children, 


maſters, and ſervants, are here addreſſed, 
and. affectionately called upon to conſis. 
der, how they may beſt diſcharge the du · 
ties of their reſpective relations; that fo, 
in the microcoſm of a well-ordered family, 
every department may be properly filled, 
order and regularity may be preſerved, 
8 and adue ſubordination may prevail; reſt- . 
ing on the only ſure foundation of peace 
and tranquillity, THE FEAR or GoD. 
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the hands of the Clergy, in none of 


| DEBIEATION;! | 
ſhip's family 38 och 


as is ines left, is perfectiy well 


| known to thoſe who huve the hap- 


pineſs of admiſſion into it. Within 
thoſe walls, it is found by experience 
that the preſent cori and eternal hap- 
gineſs of every individual are regarded 
and promoted from the faichful 'Vete= 
ran, diſabled by age or accident, down to 


che ignorant and iterate ftripling ; 
whom your Lordſhip {greatly indeed to 
your honour) thinks it neither a waſfe of 
your time, nor an impeachment of yout 


learning and'- abHidies, occaſionally to 


inſtruct in the principles of that religion, 


which preſcribes humility to the elevated, 
contentment to the depreſſed, and a due 
concern for a "Pages" eternity, to ALL. 


Thus patrohized mid qrovetied, Py 
this little manval find its way, firſt, into 


ol whoſe 


| DEDICATION. | Ns vii 


Phoſe families, I truſt, this Jury i is neg-- 
lected; and, by their means, to thoſe of 
the Laity, and thence to their families 
and dependants. Thus will it, through 

che divine bleſſing, be made the inſtru- 

ment of reviving and reſtoring the 
unfaſhionable practice of family-devo- 
tion, until every Chriſtian houſe ſhall be- 
come an houſe of prayer; and till Gon 
| ſhall be more generally feared, and wor- 
ſhipped, and his Name Hall be bad in 


reverence by all that profeſs and 00 1 


themſelves e 5 


2 
- 1 haye the honour to be, with the 6 n- 
cereſt reſpect, ded 
„„ Lozp, 
| Tour Lordſhip's moſt dutiful, 
| Moſt devoted, and 
Moſt humble Servant, 
THE 3 OR, 
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TuargE is not a more common ſub- 
ject of complaint than the growing cor- 
ruption of manners, and the prevaleney 
of immorality and irreligion among us, We 
muſt ſaut our eyes, and ſtop our ears, if we 
ate not acquainted with i it. Who is not ſen- 
ſible of the juſtice and truth of this com- 
plaint ? All ſerious people profeſs to bewail 
the want of reformation ; and many are ap- 
prehenſive of impending judgments upon 


that accchnt. But what hope of a National 


Reformation; if it begin not in Families ? If 
they, who have the care and government 
of theſe leſſer ſocieties, will not faithfully 
do their part; neither magiſtrates, nor mi- 
* can a expect ſucceſs indoing theirs. 
2 1 Nations 
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2 J, Happineſoof 


Nations will be wicked, and churches will 
be corrupt, and cities will abound with all 
manner of impurity ; if particular families, 
out of which the members are all compoſed, 
be diſordered * en 


No wk if they who are not taught 
the knowledge and fear of God betimes, 
ſhould run into atheiſm and debauchery 
as they grow up. That ſo many are 


thus corrupted in principles and converſa- 


tion, muſt needs be in a great meaſure owing 


to the neglect and miſcatriage of parents and 


heads of families. Reformation muſt there- - 


| fore begin in the houſes of individuals. 
The Plalmiſt began that in his own family, 
which he deſigned ſhould | reach to his whole 
Kingdom“. 


Is it N if they als have lived many 
years in families wherein God was not wor- 
ſhipped, where there was little or no con- 
cern about religion, (it may be not ſo much 
| as the form and the ſhew of it) i is it ſtrange if 
. 25 EY they 
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they ſhould be ignorant and careleſs, diſſo- 
lute and profane, when they come to have 
families of their own ? if they ſhould be 
as little ſolicitous for the ſouls under their 
care, as their own parents and maſters were 
of their;, during their minority or ſervice? 
If there ſhould be no reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, no inſtructing of children and ſervants, 
no prayer and praiſe offered to. God in the fa- 
mily; how unlikely i is it that they who are 
brought up in their youth in ſuch houſes 
ſhould afterwatds be exemplary * e b 


| in n their ol 


1 . more upon Fe . dee 
to recover, and preſerve, ſerious godlinels _ 
in the world, than either upon the Civil 
Magiſtrate, or the moſt diligent and faithful 
Miniſters of Chriſt, in their places. And 
whence. can we hope for any uſeful. ma- 

giftrates, „or faithful miniſters, if they are 
not formed to be capable of being ſuah, by 
the wiſe and good ĩnſtructions of holy pa- 
rents, and the bleſſing of God thereupon, i in 


"this tender years? It is certain they are 


B 1 likely 


* 
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likely to 3 little by the preaching of the 


inſtructions of parents and maſters at home, 
in compariſen of others. who have had that 
advantage. One great reaſon why people 
do not better underſtand ſermons, and profit 
more by them, is, becauſe han never welt 
: en their <ntochiſg, 


EY is in vain therefore to talk againſt the 

e the times, and the licentiouſneſs 

of the age, unlefs you will reſolve that re- 

- formation- ſhall begin at home, and unleſs 

t | every one is at the pains, to reform his own 


eee FF 


4 Thenee 3 it is | that wickedneſs 3 * 
Aiffuſes itſelf over a whole kingdom. One 
ignorant or wicked family may do much io 
corrupt, defile, and deſtroy, ſeveral others, 

_ ® when the branches thereof are feparated: 3s 
vhen a ſon goes into one family, and a daugh- 
ter into another, and a ſervant into a third; 
| Artbey and communicate their evil prinei- 
3 prej judices, to * infection 
2 N 


* 


EL | Word, if their minds are not prepared by the 


a neu Fant. - F 


of others. It cannot reaſonably be expected 
that perſons, when they come abroad into · 
the world, ſhould ordinarily prove better 
than their education: but a religious family 
is a diffuſive bleſſing, which, like a ſtock of 
bees, ſends forth ſwarms and a fupply of ho-— 
ney into neighbouring parts. This, eſpecially, 
is ſeen, when the members hereof come after- 
wards to have families of their own. To ſhut 
religion, therefore, out of families,” ar not 
promote it in them, i is the means to o thruſt * 5 
out of the world. ff. 63 ROOT Hd 


es 


"This? has been bleed by: ts very e 
thing as the proper way for 2 private. man 


do be a public bleſſing, and ſerviceable to the 


welfare of his country, viz, by ordering things - 
well at home, with wiſdom and care, in his 
| own houſe and family. And there j is -bardly 
any; thing whereby ſo much evil is done tg 
the public, as by the careleſsneſs of parents 
as to the inſtruction of their children, and 
the negligence or ill examples of maſters 
with reſpect to their ſervants. Among ſome 
| of the Heathens, a penalty was idem 
8 | 2 8 5 B 3 the : 


6& t The Happineſs of 


the parents, when the EY og were ill con» 
ditioned'; and they might be ſued in the 
courts of judicature, if they es: © the | 
education 6: their nen K 
"Mow TOI the Geh aſs and com- 
ſort of our lives, depend upon the faithful diſ- 
charge of relative duties, experience will 
teach us. What greater comfort can a pa- 
rent or a maſter have, than to ſee the ſucceſs 
of his endeavours for the good of thoſe under 
his roof? A natural parent may. fay, as well 
as a ſpiritual one, I have no greater joy than to 
- ſee my children walking in the truth. It is 
ſiaid of Abraham x that he dwelt in tents ö 
with Ifaac and Jacob, Heirs with him of 
the fame promiſe. How comfortable is it 
when father, ſon, and grandfon, are all heirs : 
of the ſame promiſed - ſalvation ! eſpecially n 


if God bleſs our endeavours towards i it, that 


they who come from our loins may ſerve the 
Lord. There is a double 'blefing where 6 
| the fon inherits the DO of the father, T o 


6... 


15 
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ſee them alive to God, who were heed in ſing. 
will revive the heart of a religious parent, 

as it did old Jacob's to know that his ſon Jo- 
ſep was alive, To have a wife and chil, 
dren bear the image of God, and our ſer» 
vants to obey, and ſerve, and pleaſe their 
| heavenly maſter; and by our faithfulneſs, 
and care, and diligence, .to. be brought to 
know, and Jove, and worſhip, and honour 5 
him, and to be accepted with him; what 
an unſpeakable delight muſt this be! when 
the ſavour of Religion deſcends from the 
head to all the members of the family, as the 
precious ointment, poured on the head of 
Aaron, ran down, to, the ſkirts, of his. gar- 
ments. We then may and ſhall love. them 
with a higher kind of love Bm * W 
affeRion. Bp at 2 


3 


| Joiffort, we ſhall 1 our ir lyiſbandegeives; Y 
and children, and holy relations, with another 
fort of love than other perſons do theirs. It 
is a more fervent, more pure,. more faithful, 
more comfortable love, which j is ſuperadded 

„ . ; by 
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by religion, and reſults from their love ta * 
God, and participation of his image. We ͤ 
fhall love them, -as the friends and brethren 
of Chrift, as heirs of the ſame inheritance, 
as begotten again to a divine life by the ſame 
Spirit, as born of «he ſame immortal ſeed of 
the Word, as nouriſhed by the ſame: ſpiritual 
. food, as under the ſame bond of the cove- 
nant, as of one houſehold of faith, as ſoldiers 
5 under the ſame colours and banner of Chriſt, 
2s called to the ſame bleſſed hope of the 
Goſpel, as travellers tg the ſame heavenly 
cquntry, and coheirs of the ſame glorious 
everlaſting kingdom. We cannot loye our 
unſanctiſied relations in this manner, what - 
ever natural or civil bonds of union there 
may be between us and them. It will pleaſe 
us, doubtleſs, to ſee them thrive and proſpet 
in the world whom we tenderly love; but 
it muſt much more do fo, to ſee them fach- E: 
ful to God, liye to his glory, and be pre- 
pared for heaven. Whether we live or die, 
we may then comfortably reſign them, and 
| nul them we God, aca ag better 
than 


a Well-ordered Family, N 


than we do, and will be ſure to take care of 
them. With what pleaſure can we think of 
the fin and miſery which they eſcape! 
What wickedneſs ſuch a child might other- 
wiſe have committed on earth an what pu- 
niſhments he muſt have endured hereafter, if 
he had been wicked ! Their love, honour, | 
and obedience to us, (which the grace of 
God will teach them) will alſo add to our 
joy; in our health, and ficknefs, or old age, 
; they will pray for us. And if they die, we 
dan Took forward to the everlaſting happi= 
| neſs of their ſouls, as well as our own, and 
the hopes of meeting them with comfort in 
the yur of IO dx 


« 8 
v 'L 


And what an hononr is it to »any family; 
40 have a ſerious ſenſe of religion tranſmitted 
from father to ſon, and from the ſon to the 
| grand-child! ? Pliny obſerves it was counted | 

à great honour and felicity, that in one Ro- 

man family there were three ſucceflive Pre- 
Tidents of the Senate, and in one Houfe 
m_ n. one after another. 38 
6 5% | Befie 
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+ Befides, how beautiful and pleaſant a thing 
-is a. religious well- ordered family! How 
comfortable is it to dwell in ſuch an houſe . 
where God is worſhipped, his name reve- 


© Tenced, and his day ſanctified, his word read, 
his authority acknowleged, and his laws 


made the rule of condua ! where it is an 
honour, and not a repraach, to eſchew evil, 


and do good ! God promiſes to bleſs, the ha- 


bitations of the juſt; and how gracious will 
his prefence be unto ſuch ! Whereas, to live 
in a houſe where the name of God is never 
uſed but in jeſt or in ſcorn, or profanely ; 
where the inhabitants appear to live from 
day to day, as if they had no ſouls to 
ſave, no world but this to regard, and no exe 
pectation beyond the grave; where worldly- 
mindedneſs and ſenſuality, fooliſh talking, 
and intemperance, &c, have infected ſupe=- 
riors and inferiors—who, alas J. could dwell 
with comfort in ſuch a houſe ? Peace and 


union, love and concord, cannot generally ; 
prevail in ſuch men s dwellings. WS amily- | 
Jars, contentions, and ſorrows, are occaſioned 


4 


by 


a Will ordered F. aniy· \ 1 
by Gn, which family-religion would de muck Io, 


to prevent and. cure. - 


If childs are a a grief to ' their parents; 
and thorns in their eyes (as a wicked ſon 
is che calamity and ſhame of his father, and 5 


5 heavineſs to his mother) they may too often 
thank themſelves; eſpecially if they did not 


with love and diligence, with wiſdom and 
faithfulneſs, ſeek. to promote their ſalvation. 


If ſervants neglect their duty to their maſters, 
how can they wonder when they have neg- 


lected theirs to them ? They muſt: bear the 


fruit of their ſin, if they have not taught 
them the principles of religion, which. would 


have made them better; and if they have 


not encouraged them to keep a conſcience 


void of offence by their own example. But if 
their endeavours ſhould not ſucceed for their 
ſeryants converſion and. ſalvation, they will 
at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of TefleQing 


that they had done what they could towards 


it; whereas, without ſuch endeavours, it 


muſt be an afflictive thought, when any of 


o 
* 


them 


„ 


W n Hine, 


them 4 or when they themſelves depart, 
to conſider that they did no more to promote 
their nn W and ſalvation. | 
* 8 
Ae what ende can we have of 
our own piety and fincerity towards God, if 
we do not thus endeavour. to advance the 
ſpiritual and eternal good of thoſe under our 
charge? Abraham commanded his children 
and his houſehold after him, that they ſhould 
fear the Lord. Joſhua reſolves to engage all 
his houſe to ſerve the true God with him e 
he, though a general, and a great man, did 
not think it beneath him to own religion be- 
fore all the world, and endeavbur to pro- 
_ mate it. He would not ferve the true God 
. plane, if he could prevail with others to join 
with him: he propoſed his own example, to 
the whole nation; and that, as far as in him 
lay, all his Sally at leaſt ſhould be religious. 
Cornelius was a devout man, and feared God. © 
with all his houſe. We may, without be- 
ing uncharitable, ſuſpect the ſoundneſs of 
: _ religion, who are unconcerned for the 
; | ſpreading 


P * 


a will- erden Family. 13 
- Apreading of it in their families. How is it 


conſiſtent with faithfulneſs to their own 
ſouls, to have little or no care concerning 


thoſe of others? If we are negligent in uſing | 


the means for their ſalvation, we ſhake ths 
en of _ concerning our ov. 


5 \ Für prayer and inſtruction, and 8 


3 makes uſe of to convince, and 
turn, and ſanRiſy ſuch as were ignorant and 
earnal. At leaſt, education making the firſt 
impreſſion on their minds, whatever change 


may be afterwards made by careleſs conver- 
ſation, ſomewhat of the firſt good tincture 


© N very . tly to *. 


| Ordinavih. I ſay, 8 che blefling of 
- God, this may be hoped for ; though it muſt 
be confeſſed, that where the advantages of 
education are diſtegarded, it is obſerved that 


too many of the children and ſervants who 


| have. been bred. in good families nw! no 


5 72 


, July examples of good men in their houſes, 
is one of the fir fl means which God com- 
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14 71 iini of 
better han others. If they have for ſaken 
God, we muſt not wonder if God ſhould 
forſake them, and caſt them off for ever. It is 
a judicial act in God, when children caſt off 
the God of their fathers. If they turn 
apoſtates, they many times run deeper into 
ſin, and further from God than others, as 
Cain, Ham, Iſhmael, Eſau, Eli's ſons, Ab- 
ſalom, yea Solomon, Rehoboam, Manaſſeh; 
and few comparatively recovered: The 
light and means againſt which they ſin, pro- 
vokes God to abandon them. Upon the 
ſam= grounds we may give an account, why 
there are more Atheiſts in ſuch places, where 
the Chriſtian religion is profeſſed, and the 
power of it rejected, than among any other 
ſort of men, even than there were among the 
Heathens themſelves. Their hearts are ju- 
dicially bardened, and their eyes blinded. 
And the contempt of Goſpel Light will be- 
get, and leave on the mind ſuch. a de- 
praved corrupt habit, as cannot but incline 
unto the worſt of evils &. And as all 
Atheiſm ſprings from a reſolution not to ſee 
STI . things 
8 ® Pet. ii. 21. 
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things eternal; - wherever men are reſolved 


not to ſee, the greater the light is which 
ſhines about them, the faſter they muſt cloſe 
their eyes. It is not therefore to the diſta- 


ragement, but h:nour of the Goſpel, that fo 
many avow themſelves to be Atheiſts in thoſe 


places where the truth of it is known and 


profeſſed : for none can have any inclination 
thereto, till they have rejected the Goſpel, 


which immediately expoſeth them to the 
worſt of evils. They tzke ſhelter from their 


fears in downright Atheiſm, which alone 


pretends to give them ſecurity againſt the 
light of divine revelation. And what means 


can be uſed for the recovery of ſuch}. The 


moſt rational arguments to prove the being 


and exiſtence of God, may be of good uſe 


to expoſe and put to ſhame their fooliſh pre- 
tences. But men under the power of athe- 


iſtical thoughts, are inſnared into them by 


a deſire to live ſecurely in ſin; and no argu- 
ments from reaſon are like to prove an effec- 
tual cure to the predominant love of fin, and 
an habitual courſe of it, where men have re- oo 
I " 


2 
” 
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* 
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jected the means and motives unto that * =) 
feclared in-Divine Revelation. | 


Parents e bave ſufficient encous : 


| ragement to hope for ſucceſs in their faith= 


ful endeavours: there are many that can 


ſpeak of God, and praiſe him as their fa- 


thers God from age to age, If they negle& 
their duty to children (which is ordinarily 
the reaſon wby ſo many miſcarry), they 


cannot challenge God for not performing 


his covenant-promiſe, but muſt condemn 


' themſelves. But whatever the ſucceſs may 


be, every parent, and head of a family, is 
obliged to honour God,and promote religion, 


and do what good he can for the ſouls of 


others within his ſphere, 


Thus all in their ſeveral places are bound 


to endeavour, as they have opportunity. We 
muſt be faithful to Chriſt and his intereſt in | 


every relation, and in every capacity. If we 


are obliged: to ſerve and worſhip God, as 
| Niete Mere by yirtwe of the ſame dedi- 
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cation'of ourſelves to him, we are bdund to 
ſeeroe and: Honour him in every” relation; as 
huſbands, parents, maſters, and heads of fa 


milies, in every ſtate and condition, ac- 


cording to our capacity; By: rp : 
and worſhip God hath greater honour; than 


by ſeeret prayer; though therein * may 


more pattieularly and largely eee 

of but eos e ee | 
Ot how: great ee ey to the . 

N ſalvation or ruin of ſouls, is our care 


— 


| or-unfaithfulneſs herein | How can we ſerve 
the cauſe of infidelity more effeQually, than 


by'the neglet of our duty to thoſe under 


our roof? ſince, without giving them aſſiſt⸗ | 
_ ance to a holy life, they will have continual 
temptations- to ſin. In that houſe wherein. 


God is not ſerved, honoured, and worſhipped, : 


Pulte of our ſpiritual enemy will ſurely, 


prevail. And ſince our children and de- 
pendants wa an everlaſting: happineſs to 
attain, and endleſs miſery to eſcape, they 


5 * have little reaſon to thank us for what - 
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ever elſe we can teach them, or do for them, 
jf we do not inſtruct and aſſiſt them i in * 
their moſt e ö ty ) 


n * 


iu might be Koped, 0 if ents did their 


part in the uſe of God's firſt-appointed means 
to fanRify their children, he would uſually _ 


bleſs their endeavours to their eternal benefit, 
And when ſerious religion once prevails in a 
family, it has been obſerved, for our encou- 
ragement, that ordinarily the grace of God 
doth not ſoon leave it: though there may be 


ſome fad interruption, yet it / appears many 


times again in grandehildren and great- 


grandchildren; as in the ſeed of good Je- 

- hoſaphat and others. So that by this means 
we may tranſmit religion to poſterity, from 
generation to generation, as fin is propa- 
gated from father to ſon, and from one 
wicked family diffuſed to many others: and 


we perpetuate our own name and honour too; 


for godly children occaſion their parents to 


be remembered with eſteem and reverence. 


By beholding 8 piety, the Apoſtle 75, 


#\ 


4s 
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2 en 19 
of bis mother an d grandino- dmo⸗ 


is reminded 
ther; Eunice and Lois, hen 7 alt to re- 
manbrancs the unfeigned faith" that is in in the, 
which dwelt firſt in thy grandmother Lait. 
and thy mother Zunice; and I am per- 
ſuaed' that fn'thez 4%% . ww, "Thi * and care 
_ © of holy women is recorded with honour: 
Bebuld, a certain D ;ſeiple r chere, named 
Timothius,” % hen of a certain woman which 
was A Feweſs; 17 Wau ;" vat bis derer 
was aa , 2840 16 LITTLE 
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; apts is the ſingular uſefulneſs oPthe holy | 
governme nt of families to refofnithe world; 
and deſtroy the kingdom and intereſt of the 
devil; chat there's is hardly en againſt 
which be ſuggeſts more objections; of more: 
evaſions and excuſes'to extenuate the neglect | 
of our duty, 0 or perſuade us it is none, than 
in ahis caſe. One of the moſt common and 
prtvailing cavils is this—=that if they bring 
their children and ſervants - to the public 
U g e 9 55 NO. ** A ene there 
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n expreſz· ſcripture far the wo 
ſhip. of. Ged in their families, to call them 
together, — de 7 read * | 
ae ke. . 


Bat in bow many other RY it ara, 
unt the want of a poſitive expreſs command 
Will not conclude ſuch er ſuch a thing to 
de no duty? The. baptiſm of infants, the 
fgctifestion of the fiſt day of the week as 
the Chriſtian Sabbath, the admiſſion. of Wor 
men to the Lord's Table, and other in- 
| Hances: may be given, which may be prored 
to de matter of duty, withaut poſitive ex- 
Bfeſs command. The Apoſtle is ſaidſto cen⸗ 
found . the Jews dwelling. at Damaſcus, 
proving to the Seripiures that. Jaſus mos the 
Shri x: muſt. have been. by. the harmony 
of; the Bars Serinturgs, and by deductions, 
bam expreſs, texts 3 for he did. not bring 

any, onę paxtięular .. ſcripture; aut of the; 
On Teſtament, 40 prove incſo many letters, 
that Jeſus: was the Ohriſt. Nor did! our; 


8 in bis of tho r reſurrection of the 


: Aa. i. 21 
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464d agatHil dne Phidritihs,” Sucha UG Ott 
Teſtamehk . Täefe ark nd tet Wards is 

che rijubralfon of tb d hehitibatd in 
that paſſage, from Which le ple it. 1 5 
des * aal, . | 1 


93 arg at of OO Wing? 
+ ink 10 uch Upbn pefitive* reriptuial 
proof of "that ak cur duty, wien mult be 
acknowledged to be ſo much for Bur Saul 
ai alvantigh, And tor the public bos good 
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There is was kibegb 1 belles ae 
they wo pretend that chere is no 4 
ſcripiurs for this kid of tity; Would tits ” 
mind it, if there were ever ſo many, r thoſe 
eber ſo expreſs; 5 for if x men were true to 
; Got! 16d their own fouls, in thole thing s for | 
Which” we have the molt j pofitive, ive, at er- 
ptels, of te Pete "auth ab wy the Holy 
Etiptures, / they y would” not raiſe. ſuch. a 
ſcruple. There i is an exppels command to 
tepent of fin, and t tõ believe i in Chriſt, and 
5 to make c our "calling and elecklen fare to 
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redeem. our time, and walk cirqumſpeAlys 
to do good, vt all; to pray every. wheres. 
and. all forts of prayer; and in.every. calling, 
tation, and relation, therein, tc to abide with 
God; to live by faith upen the, inviſible 
world ; to prepare to die, and to remember 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, before which 
we muſt be. made to ſtand, to anſwer for all 
we have  rgceived and done } in the body, &c. 
there are expreſs ſcriptures about theſe things: 
and did we believe them, remember them, 


and obey them, we ſhould ſoon ſee reaſon 


"wh eyidenge eee for A that. duty on 


vw, 4 ww 


our ir families, which x. would now » recommend. | 


k e » 
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. will not urget the example of our i orion 
Chriſt, 4 in praying with his d diſei iples 3 though 
much may be gathered from his pattern, as 
Having A family whereof he was the, maſter, 6 
and his twelve apoſtles members. We read 
of his inſtruQing them, praying with them, 


| and praiſi ing! God by ſinging together, &c, 


But I will not lay too much ſtreſs on this 
HT becauſe 1 our bleſſed Lord 
_ did. 


» 


J 


w 
" 


WY" OR, 0 ct, 0" Oe 09: NT." - WOE" 


a Wellebderid Fant. | 27 


did occaſionally. pray with his. diſciptes, as 
ve find in ſeveral places of the:goſpel-hiſtory, 


yet his caſe and ours are vaſtly different; 


What was 1 uitable for his diſeiples, was not 


proper for him. He could not ordinarily be 


their mouth in prayer for what they daily 
needed: he could not for himſelfaſk the for- 


giveneſs of ſin, and tile -mortification of luſt, 


and Me . af Ng Se. 15 1-4] 


But ry is 1 6 hs vole: 40 


1 tures to convince thoſe that will ſeriouſly 
_ conſider, it, of the duty of family religion, 


and prayer as a part of it. For inſtance, we: 
read of Joſhua, that he reſolves for himſelf, 


a and family, J and my houſe will ſerve the Lord: 


that is, the men who dwelt with him in, 
his houſe. And we read of Cornelius * „ 


ö this ** was a devout man, one that feared: 


with all his houſe, and gave, much 


5 pon to. the people, and prayed. always. He: 


was a Roman captain over the Italian band 
which attended the Roman Governor's per- 


fan a5 his life-guard, and therefore. probabl N 
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2 chat nation. Thhis Cornelius is ſaid to 
de a devout man. "Whether be were « 


proſelyte to the church of Iſrael or. no, is 
doubtful: be ſure, not a preſalyte of the Cove- 


nant, or of Juſtice, for ſuch were circumciſed. 


If he were an uncircumciſed proſelyte, or a 


pPreſelyte of the gate, he was not incorporated 


into the commonwealth of . Iſrael. The 


| apoſtle Peter had a viſion firſt to authoriſe | | 


him to go to him; and the Chriſtians of 


the circumcifion expreſſed their reſentment 


for his converſation with him, till they knew | 


his warrant, As xi. g. Vet this Roman, 

this ſoldier, this centurion, was accepted of 
God, as being prepared to believe in Chriſt, 
as ſoon as he ſhould be revealed to him. He 
was a devout and good man; and not only 


good himſelf, but choſe ſuch to be in his. 
family, as feared God. He was full of good 
works, and conftant in prayer: and God teſ· 


_ tified his acceptance of him: Thy prayers ; 


and thine alms are come uf as a memorial bifore 


_ God, verſe 4. Of a truth I ' perteive, fays the 
5 Apoſtle, that God is no reſpeter F perſons ; 


but 


eum eh 3 


bat. in very nation, be that fraxeth Gi; rind | 
worketh righteouſneſs, it accepted bim, wer- 


309. e is a ſorpriſingexampleiof a,deyoud, 
ſoldier, a devout Roman, ſpreading religion 
in his family; one that tara God: with all 


his houſe, and prayed. always. The fear of 
God is an uſual expreſſion, comprehenſive of 
all divine worſhip;* Let all the earth i, = 
tim. Let all the earth fear: him Rad 


prayer being the principal part of it, we may 
ſuppoſe, that as he faared God, and all hie 
| houſe, ſo. he prayed with all his houſe unto 


God. And he, bimſelf ſeems. ſo to explain 


it, I praped to Gad in mine houſe at the nin. 


8 Bur; or with my hauſthold, as it may be ren 


dered. He aſterwards called together his 
kindred, and his near friends, when Peter 
came; but mentions not. the call ing of his 


3 houſeold as . was _ and r N 
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hardly bear a leſs ſenſe, than the doing of it 


” TRY e every 5 
* Kings xyli. 36, 3 {Pla vi. .. 
1 Pal. Ixvii. 2. „ 
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every day; as the daily ſacrifice which God 
appointed the Jews, is called the continual 
ſacriſce, which was offered morning and 
evening.“ 80 Mephiboſheth is ſaid to eat 
bread at the King's table continualiy, F that is, 
at meal- time every day. Nature and Serip- 
ture both ſeem to concur to recommend 
morning and evening as the proper ſeaſon for 
prayer. It it goad to give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to ſing praiſes to thy name, O moſt high ; . 
ſhew forth thy Ioving-kindneſs: every morning, 
and thy faithfulneſs. every night.. God is to 
be worſhipped by all perſons, and all people, |} 


and by ſocial worſhip.h The general nature 


of divine worſhip, and all the eſſentials” of 
it, are found in the worſhip of God by 


Families, as ſuch. The e the ws and. 


therule, is the ſame. K wm 
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fs 


And face re are many commands i in 
en en divi ine Fan and 
I ie _ e — 52 this 


* „Dan. vill 17. Pil. xXii. 27, 28. Pal. Ixvi. 4. 


+ 2 Sam. Ix, 7. | 8 Plal. xxxiv. 3 Acts xii. * 5 
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are 585 ben “ ſuch as oft berg 
always, and giving thanks ahways,: and cons 


tinuing in prayer and thankſgivings' with all 


prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, very wobere 


 lifting' up holy hands, in every thing giving 
thanks,;&c, it will: be hard to obey all theſe 


commands, and het, live in the neglect of 


family prayer. For common ſenſe will lead 


us to determine the performance of this duty, 
to be cuery day, as a. proper time, and in, 


every houſe, as a proper place for it. But if 


it were only permitted us, we are great! 7 i 
wanting to our own intereſt if we neglect it. 5 


15 Theſe general rules and: precepts do at leaſt 


warrant; and make lawful, our praying topether 
every day; We have leave to pray together, 
and ſhall we not uſe it? What if God ſhould 
have. forbidden us 3; if he ſhould put any of 
our families under an interdict; and ſay, 
4 Vou ſhall not pray to me; Iwill not receive 


_ afacrifice from you... Your neighbours may 


pray to me every morning and night; I'll Near 
. and 8 them. As for- You, vou 
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Hall have no family- altar, or gere. „ne 

would not besgrieved to be deprived of ſuch 
a daily privilege? who would not then uſe 
it, if they might ? And becauſe the evening 
and morning make one day, as the begin- 


ning and the end comprehend the whole; he 


that ptays every morning and ning; may bs | 
ſaid to pray ——— to 585 ee ” 


REY - 
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„Dem dba; firm: belief! in de nas 4 of 
Gadzand:the immortality of the ſoul, oblige 
us to endeavour the good of thoſe in ur 
families? and as one proper means of their 
ſpiritual welfare, doth-it not of courſe 8ire& 
the maſter of a family to pray with them f 
there being fumißy Ans to be confeſſed by us, 
and forgiven: by God; there being many 
Femptations every day to be reſiſtod, avants' to 
- be. ſupplied, duties: performed; gracts extt- 
ciſed,. : crafſes. prevented; mareies acktiow- 
- ledged, Et. in families, as fur: with reſpekt 
to all which, e er * 
3 — 4 | : 

1 l 3 


nal uu hb. 29 
Some of thoſe ho had not the advantage | 


@- 


tk of Seripture-revelation, „ have yet had their 
fe houſebold-Gods. The eaſtern nations had their 
RE Terephim; the Egyptians, Greeks, and Ro- 
Ty mans, bad their Lares and Penates, a ſott of 
1 family-gods, to rule, preſerve, and defend ; 
e them in their houfes ; whom they wor- 
"= ſhipped; and facrificed unto in their houſes : 


and ſeveral of them had a particular room 
fet apart for an oratory to that purpoſe, 
The heathen poets, Heſiod, Homer, and 
others, mention their daily facrifites to their 
Gods every- morning and evening, that they 
might proſper, and ſucceed by their favour 
in all their affairs; and their practice may 
be urged for our convicbion- It ſeents a pre- 
2 feription of the law of nature, that every ſo- 
oĩet wherein men unite, according to the 
_ will of God,; ſhould own their dependance 
on him, by ſome worſhip common to that 
ſoeiety and as performed in the name of 
it; eſpecially is id ſo, as to an houſehold or 
family, whieh is the foundation of all other 
ſocieties. Hence there were ſacrifices pecu- 
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= wo 

= 80 n, Happinſo uf 

1 liar. to families before the law, wherein the 
1 father of the family was the ſacred admini- 
1 | firator. . 5 So. Job offered burnt- offerings for 
== | bimſelf and family,“ and Jacob for his. 
1 And ſuch family-ſacrifices were famous 
FRE among the heathens. And {ball they out-do | 
1 us? ſhall they be ſenſible of their depend- 

| | ance in their families on ſome ſuperior aid, 

| 1⁰ as to worſhip. ſtocks and ſtones in ;their a 
1 | : | houſes, . rather than have no worſhip atall = 
at and ſhall Chriſtians live ontentedly without 
4 8 the worſhip of the true God in their families? 
1 All people tuill walk every one in the name of his 
| ! Sed; and ſhall not 26e reſolve. 10 welk 6 in nd 
nl ES eu e! 

1 DP In Port, If God be the hd een 
= | the governor and benefactor, of families; if 
| ſuch little. ſocieties be of his appointment, and 
ns both need and receive daily -mercies from 
|} I = it is but fit he ſhould. be worſhipped 
8 and. owned every day in particular families. 

| | | Before: the Sing: of (ne "one late, 5 5 
| | » + Chap 1. 5. 5 Gow XNNV- | 1 Mic. iv. ws 4 
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was. God. worſhipped but in families? Fa- 
ä mily-worſhip was the firſt - kind of ſocial 


_ worſhip: religion” was at firſt confined to 


fiogle perſons; upon the increaſe of man- 


kind, it began in families. Every ruler of a 


family was then a prieft to his on houſe, or 
offered his on ſacrifice, and governed his | 
fonily, not only as fuch, but as à religious 
ſociety: afterwards religion ſpread into 


larger ſocieties.  Thiskwas the firſt power 
entruſted by Ge 
ruler, and father of à family; to take.care of 
the welfare of that litile ſociety, and of all 
chat belonged to it; eſpecially to take care 
of religion, and the worſhip of God there. 


30d to man, to be the head, and 


He was not only the civil governor, but the 
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| trie, though not by proper iert; for. that 


depends on inſtitution as typical, and peer 


: preſenative of- the ag tim of Chriſt, 3 


'P RR this Weng doubtleſs hi father 


of the family was the high-pricſt to it, and 


the duty of ſacrifiging was committed to him; 


and en it is probable he had the ſpecial 
OO | | aſkſtance | 
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affiſtance of thei eft-bvre- of "thi „e 


did not- loſe the right of en the 
des had "God n 
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whereby he might 'be inifiated- into his 
future duty. But that office of a prieſt was 

not confined to the elder brother j for Abel 
offered ſacrifices in his 'own perſon, while 


Eis- father and: his elder brother were alive, 


as Abraham did after the flood, while the 
eldeſt ſon of Noah was living; and when the 


diſperſed into ſeverul diſtinct families, they 


ben the world- increaſed; and ad arger: ſo- 
eĩeties were eftabliſhed, the power of a pa- 


rent as bead of a family was in ſome reſpects 


broken; and» parents had} not the power of 


Ie and death over their children, as before: 


but much of the power of a parent, and 
maſter over his own family, is continued by 


God; and therefore children ande ſervants are 
_wommanded- to obey their parents and maſ- 


ters, as well as to obey eivit magiſtrates. 


No oe argue-thusy that if fi- 
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5 won bip, at firſt, did not exclude perſonal re- 
ligion, and private prayer, as doubtleſs it did 


not; then the public worſhip of God (when 
many families meet together) ſhould not ex- 
clude family-worthip, or the daily invocation 
of God in particular families, by as many of 


| ſuch a little ſociety as can come together. 


There is the ſame | reaſon, - why famil= 
worſhip and religion ſhould continue, after the 
public worſhip of God by many families to- 


| gether is ſet up, as that perſonal religion, and 


fecret prayer, ſhould continue a duty, after 


1 ſhall not inſiſt upon * Efther' s 
keeping a faſt with her maids, which was 
extraordinary; nor enlarge on the example 


of Jacob, who built an altar, and called on 


the name of the Lord, and exhorted his 
family to prepare for it; * ſaying td his houſe- 


bald, and all that were with him, Put away the 


firange gods, and let us build an altar 10 Fe- 
bovah, . His grandfather Abraham cir- 
Doo eee 


0 Gen. xxxv. 2, 3. 
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l al the males in his houſe, broughs 
them under the bond and ſeal of the covenant; 
and wherever he sefided with bis family ſor 

- avy conſiderable time; he built altars and 

offered ſacrifices. That dreadful curſe de- 
gounced and predicted againſſ the families that 

call not upon Gad 's nam (thaugh principally 
meaning Tribes of people; and though te 
calling on the name of God, means the wars 
thiping the true God in opppſition ta 
Nolatry) yet deſerves to be conſidered'; 
becauſe, by parity of reaſons it may exzegd 

_ to leer ſocieties, where the trus een | 

1 and RT ca 3 | 


"mt 15 af . to \ bleſs * badi: | 
p 1 the juſt, and he has often owned 
by his providenee his acceptance of family- 
teligion and worſhip, When all the old 
world had neglected Gad, and corrupted 
their ways, the true religion continued only 
in the family of Noah; be and his were 
favgd, from. the univerſal deluge, when. ths 
leit were —— away by the flood. +: 
; 8 We 
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a Mill œnbhren Tany ol 
| We have very wonderful. ſtories record= 


ed of exemption from general calamities, 


little ſhort of miraculeus, in thoſe houſes 


wherein this duty of family worſhip was 


ſtrictly and conſcientiouſly performed; and 
though we dare not vouch for the truth 
of ſuch narrations, yet are we far from 


coneeiving it either impoſſible or improbable, 
chat God ſhould, by ſome eminent interpoſi- 

: tion of bis prov idence, demonſtrate, that his 
protecting hand is always over the righteous, 


and that his ears are ever open and attentive 


to their r 


"Bow the infiluRion and reaching of chil 
dren and fervants, as a part of family-re- 


ligion, there are fuſiciently expreſs ſerip- 
| tures) *. To bring them up iu the wurtere and 
 admitiition of the Lord; fis train them ap inthe 


way wherein they ſhould ga; and conſequently 


to teach them ta pray to God, and praiſe 


him. And the example of à parent or 


| maſter is one of the beſt ways of. teaching 


.Þ 2 2 . them. | : 
+4 Eph. vi. . I „„ 


77 De Happineſs of 
them. The Apoftle tells us, that he that 
doth not provide for his own houſe and fa- 
mily, hath denied the. faith, and is worſe tban 
an den He that doth not provide food - 
and: raiment for thoſe of his own houſehold, 
comes under this character. And if he be 
: ſo bad, who takes no care of the welfare of 
their bodies, what ſhall we think of him 
who has no concern for their fouls; not to 
inſtruct them in their duty to God, not to 
pray with them, not to read the h6] y ſerip- 
tures to them? He, it may be, feeds and. 
clothes his children and ſervants, as a kind. 
father and maſter, and as an Engliſhman, 
bit behaves to their ſouls like a barbarous 
Indian, or a careleſs infidel. As much more 
worth as the ſoul i is than the body, ſo much 
worſe is that man who is careleſs of the ſouls 
in his family, than he that is careleſs of their, 
bodies: ſuch a one, the Apoſtle ſays, has 
denied the faith; he cannot with any truth 
| n to bea Chriſtian, i 
* IS * t, 7 „„ 3 1 


* 


8 a+ | 
1 Tim. v. 8. 
: - 1 2 * . 25 


i a Well-orderid Famb. 1 : 


* How inconſiftent then is it, for men to be | 
admitted” to the higheſt privileges of Chrif- 
tians, I. mean to the table of the Lord, and yet 


neglect the worſhip of God in their families! 


We find that no proſelyte might preſume to 
come to the paſſover, unleſs his whole houſe, 
as well as himſelf, were circumciſe d, and pro- 
felled the Jewiſh religion. TE. this law, 
as well as its equity, were gil in force, 
how few would now ae dh to the boly ſa- 
| crament ! 1 E OP 


* a 0 * 


Be that aith not. neg for b . own, is 
worſe than' an infidel, He that wobld ſuffer 
their bod ies to ſtarve, and does not give 
them ſufficient and proper food, deſorves this 
cenſure and reproach : much more doth he 
who neglects their ſouls. It is not indifs 
ferent to you, whether your children and ſer 
vants be fed and clothed, and have neceſſary 
proviſions or no; whether they be nouriſhed; 
or whether they be ſtarved: and is it no- 
_ thing to you whether they be happy or 
e GE . You would not be ac, 
LY JD, 3 188 5 5 oeſſary 
e * Exod, xii. 475 . 8 


- 
> # 


F n, Heppineſo of ” 


ceſſary to BE murder of their bodies; and 
will you not be as careful to avoid the like, and 
greater guilty wha referegcy to their ſouls ? 


| if parepts had no truſt and charge com- 
mitted to them from God (who faith, A 
fouls are mine) with relation to the ſouls of 
their children; if- maſters were- to give no 
\ account. to God of thei ir ſervants, but 
whether they gave them food and wages, 
Kc. they might not be much concerned, as 
to theſe things. But we are ſtewards en- 
truſted with the care of their ſouls, as well 
as their bodies; and it would be a miſerable 
ground of reproach, if a child ſhould! ſay of 
ſtrusted me in matters of religion, and fol 
winded it not; or if a ſervant ſhould. fa, 
he lived fo. many years with his maſler, 
and} never had any abſtance from Ning: to 
| e his Ons vt | 


 Gertainly-s as . paxents are more 


efpcotally: abliged, as having greater and 
| Heares ee to them, than any mi- 
8 1 Tp a Re EY niſters 


8 mum Phy. oy 


| miſters or paſtors en have to their people. 
Our children are parts of outfefves ;_ 26d if 


we ate nt <onceriied for their fouls, we are 
unnatural and cruel to them: it is from ts, 


tet immediate patents, thdb thy receive” 
their corrupted flatüre, and therefore we dre 
bound to erideavour their recovery and cure. 
WE ſhalt alfs condetiin ourfelbes, in being 
ſolicitous for their bodily welfare; (whict 
| moſt are to ar excefs} while we negte& the 
ſalvation of their ſouls. And by our care of 


their fouls, we provide for their temporal 


welfare too. Got hath promifed to bleſs the 
polterity of his ſervants. Though the 
church wis continued in the line of Iſaac, oh 
yet God'promiſed to bleſs Immaer for' the | 
ſike or his father Abraham, I will make bim 
5 great fation, for he ii thy ſeed,® But re- 5 
member they muſt die, and they are capable | 


of grace ane ininiortatity ; and ſhall we pro- 


vide for them as we di for our beaſts? Plu- 
. tarch, cenfuring the ibufe of parents, who 
ne to leave their children rich, and not vir- 
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42 The Happineſs 7 
tuous, th, they do like thoſe who are ſolici- 
tousabout the ſhoe, but negleR the foot, They; 
depend on us for their maintenance and live- 
libood; and ſo we have an advantage in our. 
| endeavours to promote their good; they will 
hearken to our counſels, when they will not 
regard what a miniſter can ſay. We have an: 
intereſt in their affections, joined with an au- 
thority over tbem; they are with us in their 
tender years, and fo our work. is the eaſier, . 


f 


"This is well  defogibed: by an | cloguent, 


4 pen. „ God was confident concerning 
"ws Abraham, that he would teach his chil- 
— dren ; and parents have great power by 


. ſtrict education, and prudent diſcipline, to 


« form the minds of children to virtue, 


« | Joſhua did undertake for his houſehold, 
& I and my bouſe will ferve the Lord; and for 
« children we may better do it, becauſe, till 


; « they are of perfect choice, no government 


in R world i is ſo rates as that of parents 
| | : | a 4 over, | 
. * Biſhop = Taylors J * Diſcourſe. of 8 | 
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milla Fauth. „ 


cc oyer their children. They rule over their 
* underſtandings, and children know no- 


4 thing but what they are told, and they 


4. believe it infinitely; and it is a rare art 
46 of the Spirit to engage parents to bring 


| - up well in the nurture and admoni- 
&, tion of the Lord. They are perſons ob- | 


„ liged by a ſtronger tie: they are to give: 


, them inſtructions and holy prineiples, as 


6 they give them meat, It is certain parents 
es may better ſtipulate for their children, 
<« than the church can for men or women. 


„ They may be hypocrites, and the next: 


66. day may change their reſolution, and grow; 
60 weary of their vow; and that is the moſt» 
ce that children can do, when they come of 


60 age: and it is much in the parents, 


2 whether the children ſhall do any ſuch 


955 thing or nog. for. education can intro 
12 duce a habit, and a kind of ſecond nature, 
oy againſt: which children cannot kick, un- 
: 6 leſs they do ſome violence to themſelves, 


6e and their inclinations.” And although it- 
fails too. often, i it ever i yet ye pro- 
To vide 


A "Ws ; 6 
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v. Poppin of 
provide moft prudently againſt future events, 
when we begin early to put a fright bras on 
4: the mind. This prudent condudt would 
/ ſucceed oftener, if parents were falthfat” 
| in their duty to them while young, It 
a | would commonly ſucceed if we began he- 
ties, according to the compariſon which is 
made of childhood and youth, ts water ſpilt 
on a table, it runs after you the way which 
| you draw your finger. Fhey may be pre- 
—_ Jjiucdiced againſt a holy life, of ſettled it a 
E * way of fin, before they are efpable of pro- 
fing by public preaching # but our teach- 

ing them at home; as it may begin ſooner, ſo 

will prevail more: and they will acknoty- 
edge our teaching to be with more duthiviry 

thaw that of- the miniſter. 1 fear, faith a a 

great divine, that many of thoſe who are 

otherwiſe good people, do little underſtand, 
or conſider the autherity, which deir 
teachers have over them from Chrift, They 
know, it may be, how to value their gif/ts, but 
thinle not therm ſol ves bound to learn of them, 
and: obey chem in 2 dy virtue of their 
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office, However, the obligation of ie oy 
to teach their flock, will not cancel their duty 
of teaching them at home; no more than 


that - becauſe magiſtrates muſt govern. the 
people, they ſould —— not n 


ee e 0 0 


How: many, alas en a ee 
tages, and ſuffer their children to go in the 


way to deſtruction, by not admoniſſing 


them how ſinful it is to be proud and re- 


uengeful, to backbite and rail, toſpeabeſilthily; 


to curſe and ſyear, to ſcorn holineſs, and the 
word, and miniſters, and commandments of 


Sed! It is in the parents? hands todò them 


the: greateſt kindneſs or erueley in the world: 
what then fhould we think of that parent 


ho could find in his heart to caſt his chu 
into a burning furnace, or to put him into 
the e ee ee + 


1 thetefore-w! love our children, Jeb us 
ſhow it in thoſe things wherein their! greateſh - 
intereſt is: concerned, Let us not ſay we 

7 love 


I , Erin 3 
Jove them, and yet be ſo unmereiful as to 
deſtroy them: and what can we poſſibly do 
more towards it, than to bring them up in 
jignorance, ſenſuality, and negle& of God? 
Shall he that caſts his child into the ſea, ſay 
he intends not to drown. him ? or he that 
ſends him into a peſt-houſe, ſay he intends 
not to endanger his health? or he that trains 
him up in thievery and-robbing, ſay that he 
intends not to have him hanged? It is the 
ſame in effect ; for the law determines it; 
and the a will take care to u it 

. 450 SY 
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17 | ben we would not be charged by God 
with the murder of, their ſouls, and have 
them hereafter accuſe us, as the means. of 
their ruin, let us be now faithful and dili- 
gent for their ſalvation. It will be ſad for 
thoſe, who dedicated their children to God 
by baptiſm in their infancy, that afterwards 
they ſhould bring them up in ſubjection to 
: the . er ny and the fleſh; as God 
VVV complains, 
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3 Thou haſt takes thy ſons, and thy 
daughters, which thou haſt borne unto me, and 


' theſe thou haſt ſacrificed to be devoured. The fin 


of thoſe Iſraelites, who ſacrificed their ſons 


and their daughters to devils, was leſs than 


that of negligent and profane parents, who 
facrifice not only the bodies, but the ſouls of 
their children to Satan, and fo being 1 5 
forth to Fe e t RES 


- * 
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Mr hops I wow ſaid enough to recommend 


and urge the duty, till I hear what is further 
objected, beſides the want of expreſs poſitive 
ſcripture. Some of the moſt- conſiderable 


objections, I ſhall hereafter conſider. - Let 


our conſcience be faithful; and if we admit 


of conviction by what we read, let us take 
heed how. we delay to do that which we 


=. 
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CHAPTER II. 


8 might be faid, and more 


methadicaily,” to prove and urge ſo important 
2 duty, as family religion and worſhip, than 


what has already been mentioned. I proceed 
now to anſwer ſome objections: only let me 
|, piemile, that it is foretold eoncernjog the 
Jays of the A{fpcb, when the ſpirit of grace 
vnd fupplication ſhall: be poured out on the 


houſe of Navid, and an the inhabitants of 


Jeruſalem ;, when the multitude of the iſles 


ſhall rejoice, and all flech ſhall ſee. the glory 
of the Lord; that belingſs io the Lord (which 


was the ipſcription. on the mitte of the high 


Pri) ſhall be ugon the wary bell of the bajus 5 
and that every family ſhall be a temple, 


wherein God ſhall be worſhipped. 


| : And as God f required of the Jews a con- 
inual burnt e offering; or a daily ſacrifice of 


two 


* 


Re &. = Q. 


; * ney obtain aſſiſtance and ſucceſs in the 


4 Wellordara Eanih. 1 47 


two lambs; the age in the marning, the other 


in the evening; it may be expected that fo 


- often (at leaſt) he ſhould be worſhipped 
every day in the families of his people, Que 
daily facrifices by prayer and praiſe, under 


the fuller diſpenſation of Goſpel- grace, 
would not. be fewer ar leſs frequent chan 
thoſe under the Jewiſh covenant, _. +: 


Hs Lee ate 


recommend the worſhip of Ged in families; 
_. Doubtlels one advantage of it would he, tg 


itt us for thoſe other duties, and parts of wore 


His, which, are ſometimes urged to excuſs .. 


ready to lays we pray to God every day in 


ſfecret, and we join every week with others in 


gußlie worfoip 3 and what need of any more? 


Whereas one part of our duty is ſa far frogs 


interfering with the other, that the ane will 


belp to the better performance of the other. 
By praying in frerety you will be better diſ- 


poſed to pray in your famih . and by both 


public 
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. worſhip of God; and by attending 
upon the public worſhip, you will be fitted 
for the other parts of your duty in ſecret and 
private. You are obliged to pray in ſecret, 
if you had no families; and it is very doubt- 
ful, in a numerous family, whether all the 
members of it do e 0 in e or 


f not. BE Ts — — - 
2 4 x - — * % : 
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If it be ſaid, that there are · very many of 


| thoſe who make a great profeſſion of reli« 
gion, who yet live in the neglect of family 


worſhip ; I anſwer, that is no wonder, be- 
cauſe there are many who profeſs to be what 


they are not; who have a name to live, and 


are dead. But if they are real, upright 


Chriſtians, they are either under the power 


of a preſent temptation, or under the conduct 
ol an erring mind, or they are miſled by ſome 
falſe teachers, &c. and thus they will go on 
in the neglect of this duty, till their error be 


[- removed, or the preſent difficulties in the 


e a this Free. are "gt over; which 
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many ſay they would be gle of, but cannot 
* attain. N n e 
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In ſome families it is Pm 45 have 


not time every day for this duty 3, © My 


«« trade will not allow me; I have a charge 
4 of children that muſt be maintained, and- 
e my buiineſs muſt be minded; or 1 am 


= 


. 0 obliged to be abroad early and late; 1 
„cannot read the holy ſcriptures: in” my 255 Eo | 
82 family, and pray, every day, with thoſe of | 

Z the fol for want "os time. 


he's 8 2 1 of _ | 1 


2 ae frequently the providence of God has 
been pleaſed. to remove it, as to a great many 


families, to their ſad diſappointment and 
ſorrow. What elſe mean the many com- 
plaints of ſtarving families for want of trade? 
They have time enough to pray when they 


have no work. Let ſuch conſider how righ+ 


teous it is from God, that whereas, while 2” 


— had trade and . ops would not 


- 


: . find 


mm IT = 


„ „ 

find im- to pray, God ſhould puniſh their 

neglect by cauſing them to want tradè, and 
wiſh for work to Ae their 8 
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But 1 what need is there for any to be fo 
Jong in family-worſliip, as to hinder the bu- 
ſineſs of their particular calling? Though it 

may be all in the family cannot come together, 
yet ſome may, and poſñbiy the greater part, 
if a little prudence and conſideration be uſed, 
as to the choice of the time, 
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And if leſs SO ſ pent in the morning, 
in moſt caſes there might be more employed 
in the evening. Many might redeem time 
from the ff*--houfe, and from the tavern, 
and from time-waſting clubs, and meetings 
by appointment without buſineſs ; while 
their children and ſervants at home are ex- 
poſed to temptation, and the worſhip of God 
either neglected there, or ſlightly performed 

| towards midnight, between e _ : 
$ Waking. » 5 
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E Every one will-grant, that ſucceſs in his 


| together, 
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of Heaven; but moſt live as if they believed 


nothing of it. For it can hardly be denied, 
that to begin the day with God, and heartily - 


implore his bleffing, is the beſt way to have 
it. If what you get be not accompanied 
with the divine bleſſing, you will have little 
comfort in ſuch increafe, And how can it 


be proved, that it is your duty to covet ſo 


much worldly buſineſs, as is inconſiſtent 
with the worſhipping of God in your fami- 


| lies, and allow no time to take care of the 


ſouls of thoſe committed to your charge? 
<< Buſineſs,” you ſay, „ muſt be minded. 
Your lawful proper buſineſs, it is true, muſt 
be ſo, in its place; but this plea of pre- 


tended buſineſs has deſtroyed more ſouls, 


than all other inſtances of ſell· deceit put 


/ 


How 5 can God, by "Selah 0 


grievous pains, unfit you for the buſineſs of 


* _— or diſable your ſervants by 
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 fickneſs, if he be provoked by your negte& 


of him in your families? He may either blaſt 
all your diligence, ſo that you may labour 


much and pet nothing; or he may diſable 
you and yours from following your trade and 


buſineſs. Oh! how eaſily can God make you 
know , that if you will not find a time to 
pray, you muſt have a time to be ſick, as 
well as others! How ſoon, and ſuddenly, may 


ſeat! Think now, whether, when you ſhall 


appear there, you will pretend the want of 


time for this work. Let conſcience ſpeak 
the truth; is it not that you. want an incli- 


nation? God allows us ſufficient tine for 
our particular calling. If our hearts were 


filled with love to God, and awed with his 


holy fear, we ſhould not rob him of that 


which belongs to- his ſervice. The grace of 
God ſanctifying our hearts, would anſwer 
and 7 remove a thouſand ſuch Res 


8 There are many who cannot plead the 
want of leiſure, yet urge the want of ability 


to 


he ſummon you by death to his judgment- 


— 


fey 
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to inftrut others, or to pray with them. 
But if your hearts are affected with a due 
ſenſe of your family-wants, and fins, and 
mercies, you will ſoon be able, out of the 
abundance of the heart, to expreſs yourſelves 
ſufficiently well: for it is not the language 
which God regards, but a ſerious deſire, a 

holy and a thankful heart. You do not 


want words to expreſs your deſires in other 


caſes; nor would you here, if you were to 
beg your own life, or that of a dear relation, 
of an earthly King or Judge. Beſides, for 
thoſe who can read them, there are books of 
devotion to inſtru them in this duty. Even 
they who uſually rejected forms of prayer, ad- 
viſed the uſe of one in this caſe. For ſome 
maſters of families, the uſe of a good form is 
ſurely more adviſable, and more for the good 
of thoſe with whom they join, than to pray 
without one. All things ſhould be done for 


edification;, and experience will prove that 


few can do ſo well without one. 
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It is a greater diſcouragement to others 
from the daily worſhip of God in their u- 
milies, that they are often compoſed of ſuch 
perſons as care not to join in ſuch duties: 
or they are ſuch ſcoffers, that it is a ſcruple 
' whether they ſhould be ſuffered to be preſent, 
if they were willing. Some had rather pray 
alone, than procure or defire ſuch company ; 
they think they had better leave them out, 
than have their preſence, who will not heac- 
iy join in the requeſts that are made to 
God, and who OT. his grace, or r ſeek 
his favour. 


To ſuch it may be ſaid, that it is the duty 
even of wicked men to pray to God that 
they may be better: and you know not what 
ſucceſs their joining with you may be at- 
tended with, Some have dated their firſt 
conviction and converſion, from. family prayer 
and infruftion. You knowing the ſins of 

thoſe. in your family, will be very ſerious in 
the confeſſion of ſin; and God may touch 
their hearts, and give them repentance. 

However, 


a — Famiy. — 
However, if you look to your own hearts, 


and do not regard i iniquity there, the wick- 
edneſs of others in the family ſhall not be 


laid to your charge, while you do what lies 
in you for their recovery. The preſence of 


Judas with our Lord and Saviour, when he 
prayed with his diſciples, did not render thejr 


prayers unacceptable to God: I know, ſays 


Chriſt to his Father, thou heargſt me always. 
If you are ſincere in your worſhip, the pre- 
ſence of unworthy perſons will not obſtruct 


* your acceptance with God: another man's 


unbelief will not prejudice thy faith. If 
you ſhould ſeruple to pray in your familes 


on that account, what think you of a Mini- 


ſter's prayer in the public congregation ? If 


any neglect family-worſhip on this pretence, 


they may on as good ground refuſe to 


come to the Lord's Table, becauſe of the ad- 
miſſton of ſuppoſed unworthy perſons. But 


how is it that they come to hear the word, 


and join in public prayer in the congrega- 


tion, while. this objection is — there, 
E 4. than 
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than with referenee to auger in their own 
houſes ? e 
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| The i of parents as to their chil- 
Aren is ſo manifeſt, and their duty to oblige 
them to join in the worſhip of God is ſo 
plain, that it is principally to ſcornful, or 
ſtubborn ſervants, that this objection applies. 
And as to them, unleſs they prove much 
otherwiſe than you thought they would, you 
were greatly to blame in admitting ſuch: 
and after trial of other means for their con- 
viction and cure, if they can be removed, 
you ought to do it. 4 froward heart ſpall 
depart from me; à flanderer will I cut off; he 
inbat telleth lies ſhall not tarry in my fight, * or 
- dwell in my houſe. But where is the au- 
 thority of the head of a family all this while? 
Should they not obſerve your orders in mat- 
ters of trade and buſineſs, you would quickly 
Jet them know you were their maſters. And 
does that relation in which they ſtand to you 
28 Chriſtians, _— nothing to them, while 


„ they 
. Plal. ci. 43.55 7. 
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they dwell dude your roof, and: are em 


ployed in your ſervice? Doth not the Fourth 


Commandment ſuppoſe a maſter's authority 


to bring his family to worſhip God with 


him? and doth not your concern for their 


ſouls oblige: you to endeavour it ? 


| There i is one very. common eaten, that 
I fear, has too much of ſad truth for the. 
foundation of it, viz. that many of thoſe 
who pray in their families, and read the holy | 
ſcriptures there, and keep up the externals of 


religion beyond their neighbours, do yet live 
no better, than ſuch as pray not; their chil- 


dren are no better than other men's children. 
| | * 


their ſervants are no better than other men's 


ſervants; they themſelves no better than 
their prayerleſs neighbours. They are as 
vain and worldly, as proud and paſſionate, 
as uncharitable, and as falſe i in their deals 


ings, as others, &c. 


Would to God there were no ground for 
this objeRion ! Woe be to the world be- 
cauſe of ſuch offences, and woe be to them 


by 
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by whom they come! Who can tell what 
unſpeakable. miſchief they do, ho keep up 


the worſhip of God in their families, and yet 
walk diſorderly in their daily converſation? 
What ſtumbling-blocks do they lay in the 
way of ignorant children, and ungodly ſer- 


vants, arid neighbours, who are acquainted 
with it! They tempt others to deny God, 


and make them queſtion the reality of reli- 


gion. But whatever hypocriſy any ſuch may 


be guilty of in theſe duties, it will not diſ- 
charge yon from the obligation to perform 


them ſincerely. You may as well refuſe to 
join in public worſhip, becauſe ſome conſtant 
hearers are no better than ſome of thoſe who 


ſtay away, and turn their backs upon all 


| politive inſtitutions. | 


However,: 175 is not the effect of their 5 


praying, but it is the want of ſeriouſneſs 


and ſincerity, which provokes God to leave 
them to the power of temptation. It is not 


to be laid to the charge of Chriſt, or the 


Holy Scriptures, or religion, or Chriſtianity, 
that 


— 
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4 that any profeſſing Chriſtians are fo bad. 
” No ruler was ever ſo ſevere againſt fin, as ' 
? Jeſus Chriſt; no law was ever ſo ſtrict in 


forbidding fin, as the laws of Chriſt > the 
rule is ſtrait ; and the Chriſtian religion is 
not to be blamed, becauſe ſome that profeſs 
it are not true to their own proſeſſion: they 
condemn themſelves, and diſhonour God, 
and reproach: their Lord and Saviour, and 
without repentance he will condemn them 
too. Theſe things haſt thou done, and I kept + 
filence ; thou thonghteft I was altogether ſuch a 
ons as thyſelf; ; but I will reprave thee, and ſet 
thy ſins» in order before thee.* I will reject 
your ſacrifices ; your very prayers ſhall wit- 
1 again you. 3 


A caution is yet needful here; to take 
heed of bearing falſe witneſs, or eaſily be= ' 
heving one againſt our neighbour. Do not | 
haſtily credit every ſtory you are told, againſt 
fuch as profeſs religion: for the enemy 
employs a great _— to do his work, by 
| | nn. 


/ > . | 


] 

l defaming and diſcrediting fuch. Every 

| leffer fall of ſuch a one is readily magnified < 

| though it were but a ſingle fault, committed 

| but once, and ſoon and heartily repented of, 

and ſeldom or never relapſed into, it ſhall | 

| yet be longer talked of, and more aggravated, IM * 
than the cuſtomary, continued, foul miſcars | 
riages of others. This is ſeen daily among 0 
thoſe whoſe hearts are filled ou enmity 

| againſt real holineſs. EE: 8 


W cherefore (what is too notori- 
ous to be denied) that fame few, who pray to 
God every day, do yet live as if they believed 
there were no God; yet compare the families of 
ſuch as daily worſhip God together, with 
the families of others, that neglect God and 
religion; and it is not ordinarily true, that 
the former are no better than the latter: the 
families of ſuch are commonly the nurſeries 5 

of religion. Was not Mab's family detter 

than the drowned world, though there were 

one Ham in it, as there was one Judas i in 
the family of Chriſi himſelf? What would 
. „ 35 vo 
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you think of a man, who, lokiae. over his 
neighbour's garden, when his own is all 
over-run with weeds, and wholly neglected, 
| ſhould ſee in his neighbour's ground here 
and there a weed, mixed with much uſeful 
produce, and thereupon ſhould ſay, Theſe , 
men that beſtow ſo much. pains about their 
gardens, yet have weeds in it, as well as 
thoſe that do nothing; who then would be 
at ſo much pains? Thus fooliſhly do people 
talk of thoſe that pray, and read, and inſtruct 
their families, and hear ſermons, and who 
have their faults, as well as others; wieked 
perſons amongſt them, as well as others ; ; and 
| whoſe children and ſervants. are no better 
than others. But they conſider not, that it 
is not the whole garden that is over-run 
wich weeds, i it is but here and there a weed; 
and as ſoon as they ſpy any, they pluck them 
up, and do what they can to prevent their 
es . i Ft Ae 
There is hich F ieuley dead as to thoſe 


whoſe lot is caſt into ld ayerle/s families, Who 
would 


— 
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would be truly glad to have the worfhip of 


Bod kept up; but have no power to bring 
it about. My lot is caſt into a family, ſays 
a religious ſervant, where they call not upon 
the name of God from week to week, or at 


moſt, never more than once a week. If this 


be the cale of an apprentice, and bound by his 
parents, who ſhould have choſen; better for 


him; he may bear it the better, as hoping 


God will not charge it as his fault. But if 


you raſhly engaged yourſelves in ſuch a 


of God forgiveneſs; and remove into a better, 


as ſoon as you can-conveniently. But let | 


me beg you, as you tender the honour of 
God, and the credit of religion, while you 


. ay in ſuch a wicked family, endeavour with 
the utmoſt humility, modeſty, ſeriouſneſs, 
and circumſpection, to adorn your profeſ- 


ſion; to leave a conviction in the conſcience 
of thoſe with whom you dwell, that a due 
ſenſe of religion makes the beſt ſervants. "How 
4. is ie if * you who profeſs yourſelf a 

Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, your ungodly maſters or fellow- 
ſervants ſhould be hardened, and ſtumbled, 
and prejudiced againſt religion, inſtead of 
becoming converts to it! It may fall out 
that if you ſo conduct yourſelf, as to win the 
love of all, you will have an opportunity 
offered, humbly to ſuggeſt ſomething to 
promote family- prayer and worſhip, and 
75 poffibly prevail to have it begun. Be ſure, 
however, that you be more diligent and con- 
ſtant in ſecret prayer. The leſs help you 
have in the family, the more ſhould you de- 
ſire to be alone with God. But ſervants 
| who value the welfare of their ſouls, and 
their improvement in grace, ſhould take heed 
what families they chooſe to dwell in. Do 
not, out of choice, place yourſelves in a houſe 
| where God doth not dwell, You know he 
dwells in the houſe of prayer; his own houſe 
is ſuch, and ours ſhould be ſo too; and he - 
delights in the praiſes of his people. 


But is thy caſe yet worſe ? and art thou | 
the ſon of an irreligious father, and yet canſt 
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not leave 3 houſe ? or art thou with to 
huſband that regards not God or his own 
ſoul, much lefs thine, or any of the family? 
The ſame advice which was given before to 
religious ſervants is fit to be taken here, viz. 
to ſpend the more time in fecret prayer, and 
cloſet devetion, and to pray the more earneſtly 
and ferzently for ſuch a relation, who is tbe 
head of a family, and yet neglects the duty | 
of his place. The holy fervent prayer of a 
believing child, or wife, may help to ſave an 
unbelieving parent, or huſband; it may 
obtain grace from God to turn his heart. 
In the next ſickneſs, or under the next 
worldly croſs or diſappointment, or fa- 
mi affliction, you may have a ſeaſon of- 
fered, with meekneſs to ſuggeſt this, and 
other duties; and who can ſay with what 
ſucceſs However, take heed to adorn your 
profeſſion: and let ſuch near relations, with 
vrhom you are obliged to dwell, be convinced 
by your chriſtian behaviour, of the amiable- 


nels a ercelleney of a holy life, and be 
made 
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unwilling. to pray in. the family, perhaps | 
ſome other may be ready to do.it in his lead. 


Though it be the proper work of the maſter 
of the family; yet, in man 


yetz in many caſes another may 
be be ſubſtituted; for, i in his ſickneſs or abſende, 5 


I know not — 8 in divers cafes, the wife, a 


who is to ſhare in the government of the fa- 
mily, may not perform family prayer, at leaſt 
with thoſe of her on ſex, and eyen with all 
the family. If the hufband do not his duty | 


In, this particular, what reaſon is there, that 
the wiſe may r not be 1 the mouth of 1 the family | 
to God in prayers, rather than it Thould be | 
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Ib BY things I 8254 here es ahd 
Who: with ſeriouſneſs, i in order to 
remove the common objeQions and ekcults 
for the neglect of family: worſhip, defiring to 


8 the duty of the kyeral relations in 
Tf. oben Ls 


— 


„ We, 


veligious families. If any ſhould be hereby 
confirmed or convinced, I ſhall have great: 
cauſe to rejoice and bleſs.God for the ſucceſs 
of theſe my well-meage endeavours! | | 


CHAPTER, ul. 


| d to give ſome Arebtion 
5 and W er to the good regulation of 
2 a | 


All FA of fondle are in 6 drk place 9 
obliged to be very careful and circumſpect, | 
ſerious and exemplary: in their lives: they 
ought to take heed, chat they give no ex- 

ample of vice before their inferiors. They 
will ſooner find perſons diſpoſed to imitate 

them in what is evil, than good, Let them 
baye noencouragement or oountenance given 


8 SS. os d any oo ea dee OA ei 


them to ſin,- by any thing they ſee. their 
| maſters doz who will quickly loſe all autho- 
rity, and power to reprove or ſuppreſs evil, 


it ib their: own example. countenance. others in 
| it. 


* 


. 
» 


v here the parent or maſter ſets an 


by 
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what chey ſaid. The reaſon afligned; is this, © 
becauſt the children learnt that language from „ 
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= it is 1 We that religion 
mould thrive among children and ſervants, 
example of 
drunkennels, of lewdnefs, of injuſtice, deceit 

and fraud; or only keeps up 1 the worltup of ht 7 
God to lars fome ſecular deſign, Wos to 
thoſe ; parents And maſters, whoſe children Fl 
ſervants are witneſſes of their i impiety, and 
too lixely to follow them, without a  wonder- 
ful meaſiire of grace, to their eternal ruin. 
& Never parent” had ſuch 4 wicked child,” 
mid a bad father once to a rebellious peel 5 

« Yes, Sir,“ replied” the graceleſs youth, 

is my grandfather bad.” Some have enquired 
for what reaſon the Prophet Eliſha called 
de on the children that mocked 
him, and ſtyled kim 50d. pate, * when many 
of them, it is probable, hardly under ſtoo 


their parents; and God puniſhed the parents | 
in the death of the children, and” both at. 
once. Some of the heathens have been very 
F 2 wary 
5 . 2 Kings ii. 23. | 8 
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wary and cautious, not to ſpeak a an uncamely 


word, or be guilty of any utſcemly beha- 
viour in the preſence of their children, 


Certai ny the head of a Chriſtian family i is 
obliged to behave bimſelf wiſely in an up- 


right way, and to walk within his houſe with 
a perſad heart, + and in all things to ſhew 


himſelf a pattern of good works, 1 A prudent, 


grave, cheerful, ſincere deportment, as be- 


cometh ſaints, would recommend religion, 
and diffuſe the ſavour of it to all about us, 
But if the maſter g gives his children and ſer- 


vants ever ſo good counſel, they will ſooner 


be influenced by a bad life, than by the beſt 


of words. All bis good Precepts and coun- 


ſels will be as water ſpilt on the ground, if not 
accompanied by a good example. If he 


would reprove : and amend any thing i in their 
words or aAQjons, let them be ſure to hear 


| nothing of it in his diſcourſe, and fee. no- 
Sing of, it in his profes. He aſt lead 


9 


poverament of. the range, che paſions ond by 
„ Ws, the 
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"wo 


three hundred pounds, or more, ate a great 


: - 


the Ake, in the e of time, | in 
: prayer, and in love to the holy ſcriptures, 


and bo b of the Le Kc. ae 


Tow can a "ant; of uni; anal | 
or als expect his children and ſervants 


ſhould be ſober and faithful? Can he 
hope to text] 


Hh them 7. briegy, whilſt they ſee | 


1 


him intemperate! ? or meehneſe, -when they 


ſee he cannot govern his paſſions? They 


will ſooner leafn his fin, than his trade, 
And is not the money given with ſuch an 


apprentice very ill beſtowed ?. One, two, 


N 


deal too much to pay. for engangeting our 


children 8 ſouls, by the example of a wicked 


maſter. Let our own example then teach all 
our "relations, that holineſs and unblameable- 5 


ness in wor and deed, Which we deſire they 


ſtouldſlearn and praQiſe. 55 


o 1 
Sw . 4 
* 


But, beſides our own example, we are 


| | oblige by all other ways to endeavour their 


e and eternal good. We are "worſs 
8 Fy Ret than 


1 . 


4 > 1 


help them as knowing 


chan infidele, if we eee not wie is need, 
ful, and fit for them as to their temporal life; 
much more, if we negle& their ſouls, , Let 
us look upon them with pity and compaſſion; Ez 


4 zeir ignorance, eh 
temptations, and danger. Let us reme | 
they muſt ſhortly die, and be ayed or Der 
for ever. Let us uſe all adya tages we have 
to do them good: let them not be betrayed to 
eternal ruin, by our neglect. | Miniſters, by 
public preaching, cannot do ſo much to 
| further their ſalvation as we can; and it is 
Very. little they can hope to do, without our 
. affiſtance. - Unfaithful miniſters aft blamed 
enough who neglect the ſouls of their people; Y 
but we conſider not our own, guilt, who are 
ſo negligent of them ourſelves. We expect ” 
more duty ſometimes from our. miniſter, than 
he can perform, while we make no con- 
ſcience of neglecting out a . in our 
oper ſphere. 


Y-\ 
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1 of recompence, * hats children or ſer⸗ 
van 
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i ug. 1 Iv was #4 many years in my. father's 
houſes, or [ lived ſo long with ſuch a maſter, 


who.never. concerned himſelf about my ſoul 


T had, never been a ſervant of ſin, if he had 


done his part to prevent it.” The like will be 


true of ungodly huſbands and wives, Who, 
indipg their duty, and profeſſion of 
the deareſt love, do little or nothing to ſave 


r 


one another from the wrath to come; who 


neither by example, nor diſcourſe, nor prayer, 
nor admonition, diſcover any care for each 


other's ſoul, Nay, how many in ſuch rela- 


= tions rather ſerve to hinder and obſtruct the 
Happineſs and.ſalvation of thoſe whom, they 


are moſt concerned and obliged tohelp! For 
if the one be ungodly, and the other be 
a ſerious Chriſtian, the latter will com- 


4 monly find the greateſt oppoſition and dif- 
ficulty, and hindrance in religion, from 


bim, or her, who ſhould have given tha, 
. belp and aſſiſtance, 


4 
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„ "Tr Homo 
| Let u us remember then, that, beſides p prayer 
in our houſe, we have other endeavours to uſe, 
for the fatvation. of thoſe that live wich us. 
We mock God by praying for the convetſion 
of children and ſervants, if we do not other - 
_ wiſe Rriee to effect it; if we do not en- 
deavour to convince them of their fin, and 
of their need of Chriſt and his grace; 1 
we do not put them i in mind of the uncer- | 
tainty of this liſe, and of the certain ace 
count. they muſt give to God of a their 
time and talents, &c. And yet this neglect 
is now ſo common, that they are reckoned 
F good parents, and goed maſters, who will even 
give their children and ſervants leave to be 
good, and go to heaven without them; who 
Will not ' hinder their inferiors from ferving 
Cod. Wherezs we have much to do of po- 
ſitive duty,” to inform their minds, to furniſh 
their memories, to reQify their zwills, to 
quicken their affections, to keep tender their 
+ conſciences, and reſtrain their tongues, and 
wateh over their out ward carriage; to make 
tec hate fin, and. love holineſs, and reve- 
| rence 


-- 


LU 
: | 
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=.” Haphines 7 , 3 
| xenes the ſeriptures, and delight i in n he ordi- 


nances and inſtitutions of Chriſt, and. lik 


Ts 1 end bath God given u us 6 au- 25 
475 0, * parenty, or maſters, if not to prevent - 
ſin, and to promote halineſs i in our families? 
Human nature is ſo corrupt, that unleſs in 


ſome few, with whom the effects of grace 
and holy baptiſm are diſcovered i in child- 
hood, there need to be great reſtraints put 
upon it, by thoſe who have power and au- 
thority over young people. That autho- 
rity muſt be kept up, leſt they ſhould be de- 


| ſpiſed byt thoſe whom they ſhould ruſe. They 
muſt. labour therefore to undderſtand the 
nature, uſe, and extent of that authority, 


with' n ea to all in their family. And 


the more hey grow in knowledge and holi- 
neſs, indgpalk according to the rules of the 


goſpel, the better will they preferye their au- 


thority among! all their inferiors. Humility 


and wiſdom, and circumſpe& walking, will 
N nen to do the e in the uſe of 


E 


a 


1 e that 


* Fompabys and diſlike all others. 2 5 5 


* 


that power Ds God _ given. _ 
5 T be indulgence, and allowance of children 
in what is ſinful, we know highly provoked 
God in the caſe of Eli; and we alſo know 

| how dear it coſt him. Hic ſons made them- 
| ſelves vile, and be reflrained them not. We 
muſt. not let wickedneſs dwell in our. taber- 
nacle, or in thoſe of our family. They 


will obſerve our orders, and regard our com- 


mands; if we do not indiſcreetly loſe our 
authority, by not keeping our diſtance, or 
ſuffering them to be too bold with us; or on 
the other hand making them too ſtrange, ſo 
as to be ſearful and diſcouraged; (I here ſpeak 
eſpecially of children z} if what we reſolxe 
upon, and order, in commanding what is 
good, or forbidding what is evil, we ſee 
punctually obſerved, fill, -managing all with 
affectian and love; and manifeſting the ho- 
nour of God, and the ſalvation of their ſouls, 
to have been our prevailing motile. And 
remember, that commendation, when they 
do well, is 3s needſul as , and cor- 
5  rection 


| » 2 Brom, * wg + Job xi 1 


7 Wallerdered Rab. by, 


rection when. they tranſgreſs; ; which ought 
| alſo, to be without partiality, or counte-: 
pageing. of one e the reſt, _ 


7 


The, like may rhe. Kid, though with: . 
difference, with reſpect to our ſeruants. | Let 
us be juſt, com aſſionate, and kind to them 
but let us not loſe our authority: let us be 
faithful and affectionate i in adviſing them for 
the good of their ſouls... But if they be re- 
fractory and ſtubborn, and flight: our advice, 
and go on in fin, and wax worſe and worſe, 
and deride the. ſerious godlineſs of their fel- 
low-ſeryants, we muſt uſe other methods, 
| or get rid of them as ſoon as we can, We 
are to. take care, that wiekedneſs dyell nos 
vithin our houſe, without reproving it. We 
muſt; warn them who are unrulyy and of. 
others have compaſſion, making a difference. 
Some myſt be rebuked ſharply, others we 
muſt Pla with fear, n * as 4 Were 5 
but of the fire.“ e | 85 
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® Jude, ver. 22, 23+ 
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As to thoſe vhs have trades 4 fame, 
bot whom God hath not bleſſed with children, 
or hath taken them away by death; their care, 
and labour, and truſt, are thereby leſſened, 
and they ought to be the more careful with 
reſpect to their ſervants, They have many 
eonfiderations to keep them from repining, 
or ſorrowing much for the want of children, 


— 


* 


upon the account of the duty, the-pains, the | 


care, and grief of heart, from which they are 


freed : for in this diſſolute age, how few 


children anſwer the hopes, defires, and pains 
of parents, or prove comforts to them when 
they grow up! If God had given them 


children, or prolonged their lives; what a 


Afe of trouble and forrow might they pro- 


bably have paſſed in this world! beſides the 
conſtant fear they would have had of their 


falling into ſin, which may be put in the 
balance againſt the vncertain comfuxts of thoſe 
© who have childten, that conſolation only ex- 


cepted, which ariſes from the faithful "we : 


charge of their * to them. 
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More particutarly, it is adviſable, with 


Family prayer, to join ſerious reading of the | 


holy ſcriptures every day, and frequent ca- 


_  xechizing, or inſtructing of inferiors in the 
; principles of religion. * Abraham had ſuch . 
8 trained, catechiſed ſervants in his houſes 
Theſe things that I command thee, fays God 
to his ancient people, Hall be in thy beart, 
and thou Halt teach them diligently to thy ſer- 
vants. f Train up à child in the way be ſhould 


| go; and when, be is old, be will not ' depart 
from it. Acquaint them by little and little 
with the great doctrines of Chriſtianity ;' give 
them line upon line, and precept upon pre- 


Acquaint them betimes with the word, and 


works of God, When you fit in the houſe, er 


walk, by the way, or lie down, or riſe up; by 


aſking them queſtions, and encouraging. 


them to aſk you Abraham's example is 
approved and recommended by Cod in this 
"matter 3 Z $ Fir 1 now. his” that He will ＋ 
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795 ste e 1 "LAY iv. ＋ Ii. 6. 3 Tim. i. 3» 
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NOPE TRE Aron, and his Bocholt after An; 3 


Yar ere Joull - _ _ of tht Lord. 


Never did any age afford better Kelps for 
catethizſng, thian this; there being ſo many 


excellent expoſitions of our church cates - 
chiſm, and which may be juftly conſidered 


a rer of the Obriftiai _ 


The edit, of the holy ſeriptutes 1 
quently in our families, as well as in our 


cloſets, upon the Meek- days, as well as upon 
the Lord's day; 1 hope I need not uſe many 
arguments to recommend. * They are able 
46 make us wiſe unto falyation, and they are 
. every caſe that any of us can be 


They that cannot or Will not read, ar 
"x not ſo much time to read; may be pro- 


ited by our reading the holy ſcriptures ih 
our family with them. The Jingihg of pſalms 
or byinns, in Chriſtian families, where there 
ate enough who are able to join in that pate 
of worlhip is * a pode. commendable and 


e : 


> ®* Deut, Xl, 18. 
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ercellent part of famiiy- religion. | Let the 
word of Chrift dwell in you richly in all wiſdom; 
HOO! and admoni/Hing one, another in pſalms 
and bymns; and ſpiritual ſongs, faaging with grate 

in your hearts to the Lord, eſpecially on the 
Eord's day: Of the due obſervance of which 
I would next ſpeak, beeauſe T am perſuadett” 
that no family religion can be kept up, with - 
out the ſanctification of the wert fabbath; 
What the Jews ſaid falſdly of Cbriſt, we 
may apply truly enough to many a parent or 
maſter: This man, is net e, God, becauſe be 
| keepeth not the ſabbath-day, and takes no cat 
- that his family with him do ſo, We have 
many helps to undlerſtand the nature of this 
duty, a and to frcure our Chriſtian deportment | 
on that day, in public, private, and :ſecret.- 
We ſhall do well to make ſome preparation 
for; the ſolemnity of that day; and in the 
. Walhing to poſſeſs our ſouls with the conſi- 
Sefatidin of the privilege we enjoy in ſuch. 
weekly ſeaſons of approaching to God, and 
paying e, to bim Real Wo has 
| never 


* 


| 5 111. 16. 
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never wind Bel to flouriſh, where EY ſtrict 4 
obſervation of the Lord's day has been neg · 
lected.“ If we begin with God in ſecret, 


-that will prepare us for famil /y-worſhip ; the 


private. worſhip of God in our families wil! 
fit us for the public; and our careful "" 


tendance on that, will help us to return to 

the worſhip of God in our families, and 
cloſets. We ought fo to regulate theſe du- 
ties, that one may not interfere with the 
other. Let us ſanctify the whole day to 


God, improve every part of it, make it not 


-ſhorter than the other days of the week, as 
many do, by riſing later, and going to bed 
ſooner. Let us bring as many of our family 

to the public worſhip with us, as we can. 
| When Elkanah went to ſacrifice ta the Lord, 


be and all bis houſe went. with him, 1 And if 


ve rccolleR, and repeat to them afterwards, 


dhe ſubſtance of what we and they have heard | 


* 
M5) n 08 at: + . preached, 
a . * 1 . 


® ts 2 Lord Chief: F Jaftice Hale's Contempla- 
tions, with his Directions to his children, touching 
-the keeping of the Lord's * 


1 1 Sam. i. Als | 
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| proved, it may promote their athvntivencty: 
in hearing, aſſiſt their memories to retain - 
what they heard, and quicken our own af- 
fections. By reading the Holy Scriptures, 5 


— 


by catechiſing, by repeating ſermons, &c· 
our children and ſervants will be inſtructed 


in the knowledge « of God, his nature, and 
works, and will; in the knowledge of hens | 
ſelyes, the immortality of their ſouls, the 
nature of fin, our firſt apoſtacy, and the ſad. 
effects of it; our redemption and recovery . 
dy Jeſus Chriſt; his perſon, his offices, his 
ordinances and ſacraments ; his promiſes, 
the. covenant of grace, the properties and 
pie of believers, the rewards and pu- 
e of the next = &c. 

In ha bo jet us ſpend that Wh as a | 
how ſmall a part of every week one day is, to 
Way on employed in preparing for an | 


eternal ſtate : let us employ that day, under 


the ſenſe of the value of immortal ſouls, our 


own and others: and let us think how near 


the ;Judgment-day _ be, when we muſt 
6 be 


82 - The Rui, 1 


.N 
be 6 to God for all our 3 and 


eſpecially ſuch ſacred time, Let us ſpend © | 


that day, as being aware of the good or evil 
influence it will have upon all the other days 
of the week; the affairs of our ſouls wil! 
thrive, or not, as the Lord's day i is ſanctified, | 
or neglefted : the ſouls of our childten and 
ſervants, if not regarded then; are unlikely . 
to be attended to on the other days of the 
week: and oftentimes it is found, that even 
our civil and ſecular affairs proſper, or not, 
according to our care or remiſcneſs | in ſanQi- 
; iy ing the Lord's ge” 


Naben e pray with 
our families, and worſhip God with them; 
but to obſerve the neceſſities of every one in : 
particular, and: heartily #0 pray for them in 

_ feevet. We ſhould have more comfort in 

. our family<relations, and God more glory ; 
from them, did we more fervently beg of 
God che grace which we and they ſtand in 
nced of. Many are the inſtances of thoſe 

: who have 8825 Narden anſwers to their re- 
8 5 queſts 


for our own ſouls, and:not remember to do 
the like for thoſe: : whoſe fouls are committed 

to our care? Have mercy on me; O Lordi ſays 
| the: woman of Canaan unto Chriſt: my' 
dangbter is gricvouſly vexed: toitb a devil. A 
certain man, at another time, comes kneeling 
to him, ſaying, Lord, have mercy upon my. ſn, 
for he im 4 lunatie, and fore vextl; Jar often- 


times he Falls into the fire; and. oftentimes into 85 
Abe water. Such prayers had ſucceſs for the 


cure of bodily evils; how much rather may 


they be hoped to be ſucceſsful for the cure of 


_ ſpiritual ones!) If the caſe of ous children re- 


ſemble this, and any of them are ſo unfortu- 
nate as to fall, ſometimes into one ſin, ſome - 
times into another, being hurtied and led 
5 captive by the devil; let us pray, that God 
would. diſpoſſeſs Satan, and that he would 
have mercy. om them, and bring them to 


themſelves. We know not what: effect our 


Prayers may havewbile we live; nor of what 


. the Re which we have offered 
- 1 2 1 may 


\- 
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queſt ſts for ſuch as: were nenmaud- dear to 
them. How can we ſtrive with God in priyer | 


* . E, , 
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may be unto our children after our death. 
The: largeſt portion, the faireſt een x 
. orteſtate we can leave them, may be a much 
leis kindneſs. Our hearty prayers for their 
ſalvation, is @ treaſure they cannot ſuſſi- 
ciently value. Whereas a wicked father lays - 
up iniguity fer his children, as we have the 
expreſſion. * He may ſtore up riches, and 
God treaſures up wrath: and, upon imita- 
tion of their father's ſins, God fills * the 
meaſure of their e + SEN 
While we in not bay and private 
prayer, we may bumbly hope that God will 
proſper our ſecular endeavours, that he will 
favour our diligence in our calling; and 
. eſpecially that he will reward our faithful- 
' neſs to the ſouls of inferiors. If our chil- 
dren be good, let us bleſs God for ſuch a 
mercy z if others are not ſuch as we wittr 
them, Jet not our ſorrowful complaints as to 
ont, ſilence our gratitude for divine grace 
manifeſted in another. All our children 
Job xxi. 19, 20. I Luke zi, 48, 30 · 


; were born in ſin, and might have lived and 
died in ſin: it is well if God hath heard our 
prayera, and bleſſed our endeavours as to one 
or more, though not to all. = 


. | | Ks 


In my management of family prayer, care 


is to be taken to chooſe the firtſt time. A 


. 


= 


good man will endeavour to order his ſpi- 


ritual affairs with diſcretion, as well as his 
temporal ones. In family-worſhip we muſt | 


labour to be ſerious and affectionate: though 
ordinarily we make our ſervices ſhort, we 
may be ſomewhat longer on the Lord's day. 
5 Serious, I ſay, and affetionate : for if he that 
is the mouth of others to God in prayer, be 

indolent in his heart, they who join with 


him are not like to be affected. We ought 


"di ifereetly to chooſe the time alſo: in the 
morning, if it be deferred till ſuch or ſuch. 
"a buſineſs be firſt diſpatched, or if i it be not 
one of the firſt things done in the morning 
we ſhall find ſpmething or other e 


to hinder it altogether ; and in the even- 


ing; i in fuch families where it can conve- 
: 8 3 n 1 


niently' be done, it ſhould be before ſupper; 
ſor the evening is the moſt deſirable time. 
Many never. Kneel down to pray in their fa- 
milies at night, till they are fitter to lie 
down 5 their boils, 


 bands.and wives, who would further the ſal - 


vation of each other's ſouls, jointly concur- -—— 


to promote godlineſs in their families. Their 
-Grſt care ſhould be to endeavour to promote 
the ſalvation of each other's ſouls. For this 
they have ſcrjpture-encouragement. * For 
Hau : knoawefl thou, O 1b ie, whether thou ſhalt 

faxe thy huſband ? or haw'knowe/t thou, O-man, 


rethether thou ſhalt ſave thy wife? It is true, 


no ferjous Chriſtian would deliberately . 
to be fo nearly related to one that is 
ſtranger to Chriſt: and they who are ſo re- 
lated ought to beg God forgivenefs for their 
ſinful raſhneſs. But if they find themſelves 
miſtaken in their choice in that reſpect, they 
muſt uſe the greater care to perſuade them to 


-be ſuch as they e them to have been: 
remem- 
„ 1 Cor vil 46. | | 
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But hank hopefully may living be.carried | 
on in the family, where both are devoted to 

God!] How ſhould they build up one. another 
in their holy faith, watch over each :other, 
ſtudy their tempers and diſpoſitions, exhort 
one another daily with meekneſs and wiſdom, 
and ſtrengthen one another's hands in the 


diſcharge of their reſpective duties; mani- 


feſting the utmoſt union in this work, leſt, 
p through the want of it, their. authority be 
weakened, and their endeavotrs be diſap- 


pointed. Tne endeavours of both are re- 


_ \quired: and if divine mercy deſcend from 
parents to children, it is on this condition, 
chat they take care to bring them up in, the 


knowledge, nurture, and admonition of the 


Lord. When they grow up, their duty is to 
_— upon their children, to renew their co- 
renant with God in the ſolemn ordinance of 
confirmation. And let it be remembered, 
| "He? | a 7 „ ee 
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remembering, however, that if they cannot 
as yet love them as real ſoints, they muſt t 
| love them as buſbands and wines. 
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that both Parents are equally concerned to 
bring up their children for God. Mm | 
ſhould not'caſt all the care of children and | 
ſervants on their wives ; and women ſhould 
- conſider, 25a matter of d uty, their joint intereſt 
in the religious governmont of the family. 
' I wiſh it were not a very frequent caſe, that 
e ho ſhould-rule, are themſelves moſt 
| - unruly ; and the cauſe that he family is 
8 * and e N | 


There is 2 it Mee in the duty of 
parents to their children, to take care of 
them in infancy, to dedicate them to God 
7 betimes, and bring them into covenant with 
God by baptiſm; and to teach them the 
meaning of it, as ſoon as they are capable of 
learning the nature of their baptifmal engage- 
ments; to keep them in fubjection while 
young; to encourage them in all that is vir- 
tuous, and praiſe-worthy, and good; and 
lovingly and ſeaſonably to reprove them 
for what is evil; to diſpoſe of them with 

a 1 and care, as to hw ſchools, callings, " 

5 1 "and - ; 


F 


ſtation, in the beſt manner they can; and 
therein to conſider the intereſt of their ſouls, 


as well as their temporal welfare, and prefer 


it above every other conſideration. Let 
| them beg of God to teach them the true me- 
' dium between the errors of education, on 


either extreme; either that of humouring ps 


| them in vanity, and indulging them in ſin, 
or that of- frowardneſs, harſhneſs, and too 


much ſeverity. If their own parents be 


living, let them give their children an ex- 
ample of the honour and obedjence they ex- 


"pet from them, by their becoming Carnage | 


* towards Hong: an N 1 
* 


It we would recommend; and promote re- 
ngion among children and ſervants, there is 
one thing to be principally regarded never 


to ſpeak of God and ſacred things, without 
the utmoſt feriouſueſs : and reverence. If we 
do not impreſs their minds wi-h an awe and 


"reverence of God, and Chriſt, and the holy 
' Scriptures, and the life to come, we hall do 


them 


a « Will-ordered Fanil. ©. rig; 
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them little good. We miſt begin betimes to | 
do this. Mothers eſpecially may give in- 
ſtruction to their children, almoſt with their 
milk: at leaſt they may teach them to pray, 
as ſoon as they begin to ſpeak, Timothy 
received that knowledge of the faith, in his 
childhood, from his mother and grand- | 
- mother, (though his father was a Greek, or 


| a. Heathen *) which afterwards he publicly 


profeſſed, and to which he fo 4 ad- 
bered 


And much of the good or bad impreſſion 


upon their minds, from what we ſay, will 


depend upon the manner of our ſpeaking : 
our words muſt. diſcover our honourable 
thoughts of God, and holineſs, and holy 


Chriſtians, and miniſters, &c. They will be 


apt to like what we commend. Let us endea- 
your therefore to ſpeak. of ſin, and of wicked 
men, with loathing and diſlike; that they may 
| fee our judgment, and learn to form their awn. 
The way to win them betimes to the fear of 

God, 


| 5 
Acts xvi. 1. 


/ 
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8 Sol, and hatred of that which is evil, f is fre- 
* = _ quently to repreſent, i in our diſcourſe, how- 
ir WM fafe,. how profitable, how honourable, and. | 
N eaten. a life is a life of -godlineſs.. 'Hereby: | 
by we remove, or cure their prejudices concern= | 
is  ivg practical. religion, as a«melancholy bur- | | 
. denſome thing. And let us take heed what | ö 
or ul they read, and what company they keep, 
ly leſt their minds be poiſoned and. corrupeed 0 
1. by ill. principles, and their hearts inticed and | 
-drawn-to * and ſo all. our ur inftrufüeus fail | 
of ſuccels.. br 14s 
x Rutourcoountclacaiid alicanete, backed by. 
; a holy example to inforce them, may do much { 
; good; and-will, if theſe go together: for if - | 
: our infrriors ſee: us ud juſt, deceitful, drunken, ö 
Tz _ -wanton, cruel, &c. all our ſerious. talk will ; 
- do them harm rather than good; efpecially 
| if we do not conduct ourſelves wiſely with. 
reſpect to them; if parents are paſſionate, j 
andhaſty with their children; or if maſters f 
are barbarous and unkind to their :ſervants, : 
SE Sc: = not 
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ndt n that e alſo have a Nuke 
in heaven. | 


"Wie" « all FI Gola tings which may 


his proper to be recollected, there is hardly 
any thing of greater moment, than to inſtil 
often into their minds, the ineſtimable value 


„„ 


of time; that they may be brought to hate idle- 
. neſs, and be careſul not to miſpend one hour: 


but, as they grow more capable of improving 


it, may be conſtantly employed. You can- 
not inſiſt too much on the ſhortneſs and n- 


certainty of our time on earth; nor on the 


: conſequence of ſpending it well or ill, in 


order to our future account. The devil is 


almoſt ſure of thoſe who are brought up in 
idleneſs, and put no value upon their precious 
time. Let us urge this therefore to our 


5 inferiors, and help them to improve their 


3 


time, and to begin every day with private 
prayer, and to employ the other part of it, 
in what is ſuitable to their age, * 


| condition, and relation. 


” * ö 
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We ſhall do well to put them upon private 
prayer 3 to adviſe-our children and ſervants, 


and charge them to pray alone every day, as 


5,40 £ .* 4 


well as to be willing to join infamily prayer. * 


We ought alſo to teach them, by word and 
by example, to beg a bleſſing on their food, 
at the uſual ſeaſons of refreſhment, and ſeri- 
ouſly to return thanks afterwards, We de- 
pend on God for our daily bread : and our 5; 


bleſſed Saviour did never eat himſelf, or ſeed 7 


others at his table, but he bleſſed, and have 


| thanks. So the Apoſtle; + who tells us, 


that by prayer and thankſgiving is every 
creature e we Fe 


It will be of great ay, in order to a re- 


ligious, well- ordered family, to be very careful 


whom we admit to dwell with us. The caſe 


may be ſo ſtated, it is true, that we muſt occa- 
fionally dwell, with ſuch as ſcorn and deſpiſe. 
family-relizion and worſhip; but let us take. 
heed leſt we wilfull L chooſe ſuchrelations, and- 


20 i | EE | 5 ſuch 


® Mark viii. 6. 7. 5 1 Tim. iv. Þ 4, + 
Z# Ade XXVil. 25. og | 7 
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ſuch inmates. 10 eee David; 1 — 
that: Micbuli who, heiknew, came of a bac 
ſtock, might be prevailed with by him to join 
in the:worfhip: og, God, and in time be brougit 
over to what he deſired; but ſhe deſpiſed him 
in her heart, and mocked at his zeal, and proved , 


.2:ſnareanda.crofs; and made him repent of his 
-Cheice: Woetto him who hath a Philiſtine 


in his boſom, as Samſom had. Marriage is 
the point of life on which its happineſfs 


almoſt univerſally turns. Our future reli- 
gion, and our eternal intereſt, are greatly 


concerned therein. We find the wiekedneſs 
and ruin of feveral of the Kings of Iſrael, 


laid at this door; that they married into a 
wieked family: ſuch a une had a wife of the 


houſe of- Ahab, and was quickly: drawn off 
from God, by one whochad a wicked Ahab 
to her father, and a curſed Jezebel to her 

mother ; and: ſhe Rirred+ bim =p: to 3 7 

— | 


. ©: 1 Kings uni. 26. 
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= A due care on this account ĩs to be had in. | 

g | . choice. of ſervants alſo: 2 they are to be 
preferred, w who by education, and as ſar 2s We. | 
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: can judge,. by. inclination too, will be willing, 2 

| to 1 5 God, and rejoice, in the helps they. - 

: | may have to do lc, in. a religious family. 5 | | 
1 And how orderly and beautiful is family- * : 
1 worſhip, where all-in the houſe heartily j join. | 
. init! We complain, we cannot bring, our. ; 
1 | ſervants to do what we deſire, as to matters g 
8 of religion, when it may be we had nothing ; 
of religion in our view, in the choice. of. : 
I fervants. It may be for a ſmall ſum leſs wich. | 
f 23 apprentice, or for the ſame wages to | 
„ another ſervant, you might have had one, 
; | whoſe education. and inclinations. would: | 
T have been more encouraging; and. who 
* vould thank God for the enjpyment of ſuch. 


ey advantages, for the knowledge and ſervice of 
* God, as he might have in, your houſe. Ser- 
vants al ſo in diſpoſing of themſelves, and 4 0 
rns in the diſpoſing of their children, ought. 
3 to conſider this. A wicked maſter will 
eo careleſsly take wicked ſervants, and make 
| them | 


ke 
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„ n. Rn 
them n. Ii ben a ruler (of an hai ſe, or 


town, or country) hearkeneth to lia (or i is | 
| otherwiſe wicked), al bis ſervants are wicked.* 


Such a 'one cannot endure the conftant re- 


proof that is given him by the good conver. 


ſation even of a ſervant; and therefore will 


deſire no more religion in a ſervant, than not 


to be unfaithful to his truſt. I wiſh there 


be not ſome maſters (eyen amongſt thoſe, 


who would be accounted religious) who are 
ſhy of chooſing ſervants, that have the cha- 
rafter of being % contrary to David's 


: practice. + It is true, ſome that have been 


well educated, have proved very ill after- 


wards; 2 and maſters have found 5 


miſtaken, after all their care in this matter: 


but if they did their duty, made the beſt 
Choice, and uſed the beſt endeavours they 


could, they may have peace and quiet in 
their own minds, when they meet with 
a diſappointment; which 6therwiſe oy 


err. Aziz. 12, f Pal. ci. 4, 8, 7+ 


a — : 


They ought to be careful whom they ad- = 
mit into their families; unleſs they value 


their particular calling above their general 
one: for who can tell the miſchief that one 


bad ſervant may do in a houſe ? One finer 


de eAroys much good : - one Joſeph may bring a 


bleſfing upon a family, and upon all that his 


maſter hath in the houſe. You can hardly 


expect that God ſhould proſper you with a 


bleſſing in what you undertake, when you 
care not with what tools you work, or whom 


you employ: and i in the nature of the thing, 2 
there is little reaſon to hope, that they who 


are falſe to God, and to their own ſouls, 


will ordinarily be faithful to you. We read 


of thoſe who were no good men, viz. La- 
ban, and Potiphar, Kc. who proſpered the 
% better for taking good ſervants into their fa- 
miſs but we ho where read of a good man, 
that was the better for a wicked ſervant: 


we . ck experience 1 day to the 
„ contrarys | | 
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But the welfare and the ben of reli- 
gious families, depends not wholly on the 
duty of the heads of it: they who are 
children, or ſervants, are obliged thankfully - 
to improve the bleſſing of religious parents, 
and maſters, and faithfully to do their duty 


in each relation. Without a wonderful 


change -by the grace of God, you will 
never be good parents to your own children, 
(if you live to have any) if you are not good 
in the relation of children, The ſame may 
be ſaid for ſervants : : nor are they like to be 
g-0d buſbands or wives, good maſters or miſ- 
treſſes, who were not good in their former re- 
lation, as children or ſervants. Neither are 
ſuch as are not good i in their family-relations 
like to be fo in any other: either good 
neighbours, or good members of a church, or 
magiftrates in the flate. Abſalom, a rebellious 
child, proved a traitorous ſubject: Hophni 


and Phineas, diſobedient children, proved 
| fcandalous and facrilegious prieſts; ſo in 


other inſtances, 5 


| th 


Let children honour and obey their parents 


in the Lord: ſee that there be inward reve- 
rence, reſpect, and love; ; deſpiſe no: their 


\ perſons, flight not their inſtructions, or their 
rebukes, or their lawful commands, or go- 


vernment. Take heed of ſpeaking. con- 
temptuouſly of either of them, . He that 


= curſeth father or mother, let him die the death, * 
His lamp ſball be put out in darkneſs. You 
_ ſhould prize their counſels, delight in their 


preſence, rejoice in their company, ſympa- 
thize with them in their ſorrows or joys, and 


readily deny yourſelves for their ſakes. The 
expreſſions of outward honour from children 
to parents, by the diſſoluteneſs of the age, 


are almoſt out of faſhion, viz. to bow be- 


fore them, and deſire their bleſſing or prayers, 
to ſpeak always with reſpect to them, 


and of them, & c. The honour that con- 


fi ts in obedience may be expreſſed many 


ways; as by being willing to obey their 


lawful. orders, on every occaſion; to be 
: content to Re their own will oppoſed, that 


H2 8 | the 
TY 7 og xx. 9. | + Prov. Xxx. 20. 5 
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the will of their parents may be fulfilled ; 
by not marrying without- their knowledge 


and conſent; and by ſubmitting to their juſt 


reproof, rebuke, and correction; and obey- 
ing them eſpecially in the things of God, and 


for the good of their ſouls. There is an honour - 2 
due to parents, which conſiſts in thankfulneſs, | 
and recompence ; readily ſerving them, and 


ſupplying their outward wants; comforting 
them in their forrows, ſufferings, ſickneſs, 
old- age; being ſolicitous for their ſafety, 
and welfare, concerned for their reputation 
and good-name, praying daily for them; 
and plentifully, freely, aud honourably pro- 
viding for them, according to the children's 
ability, and the need of the parents. Thus 
Joſeph: did, when advanced in the court of 
Pharaob. Tbis i is not juſtice only, but piety. 


Let them learn to Peu piety at home, and requite 


their parents. And our Lord reproves the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who by their corrupt 


dcqctrines would diſpenſe with this obligation 
from children, + T hoſe children then Who 


are 


9 1 Tim. v. 4s © 11 Matt. 1 6. 
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are a grief to their parents, or purloin' their 
goods, or waſte their eſtates, or do not to 
their utmoſt miniſter to the ſupply of their 
wants, do ſo far fail of their duty. The 
children of religiaur parents are eſpecially 
bound to pay them honour; and ſo to walk, 
as to reflect honour on them; imitating their 
good examples, thanking God for his ſpecial | 
mercies to their parents, while they live, and 
doing what they can to honour them at their 
death; pleading with God the covenant- 
: relation of their parents, to obtain a bleſſing 
on themſelves, as their offspring; and 
faithfully adbering to the truth and wor- 
_ of ad, as their ww paycoſs did before 


EY 
This honour /is due to ni — | 

y be rich or poor, wiſe or weak; whether 
in an honourable Ration i in the world, or in 
menner circutpſtabces; whether in vigorous 
health, or bowed down under ſickneſs, and 
the infirmities of old-age: remember fil | 
chey are your parents. RE | 
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It is a mercy you ought to be very thank- | 
ful for, to have religious parents, and live in a 
religious family. It is a prize in your hands, 


of which you muſt give an account: : and a 


ſad account it will be, if you remain ignorant 
of God, and rebels againſt the Goſpel, under 
thoſe advantages. to know and obey your Sa- 
viour, which others want. How unthankful 
are you, if you value it not as a privilege? 
What remorſe of conſcience do you provide, 
if you improve it not! You might have been 
born of ſuch parents, as would have wholly 
negleRed the ſalvation of your ſouls; or you 


might have been caſt into ſome atheiſtical fa- 


milies, where God is not worſhipped at all. 
Few are ſenſible enough of the obligation 
they are under to God, by being related as 
buſband or wife, as child or ſervant, | to ſuch 
truly fear W = | 


$1 623867, 


F would hers: call ſuch: children to repen- 
tance, who have neglected, and failed i in their 
duty to parents. Les grown perſons reflect 


on their childhood, and en when they 


lived 


we” 


* 


„ 4% 
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| lived with. -their parents, and ſince, 2 
ther they have not been ſtubborn and rebel 
lious, irreverent and diſreſpectful in their : 


carriage to one or both of them? whether 
they have not ſecretly deſpiſed them in their 


hearts, or openly publiſhed their infirmities? 


whether they have not often diſobeyed their 


lawful commands, or lighted their whole- 
ſome admonitions? whether they have not 


denied, or been backward to aſſiſt and com- 


ſort them? whether they have not ſecretly, 


a a Well-rdered, Pamih, I 03 ö 


coveted their eſtates, before their death? or 


deſired that it might be haſtened ? whether 
they honoured them, inwardly with a good 
conſcience, from the love of God, and a, 


ſenſe of his authority! Let us call ourſelves 
to an account, and renew our repentance * 
before God, for ſuch ſins, that his pardon=, 
ing grace may prevent his threatened wrath, 
- And let us take heed to live hereafter as the, 
children of thoſe, of whom God was not 
aſhamed to be called their God. 3 
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' Remember the advantages af: your being 


thus related to holy, parents: many are the 


jnſtances of the kindneſs of God to children 
upon the account of their fathers. But you 
Rand faireſt for ſpiritual and eternal bleſſiogs; 
you. are N of he ee and exert | 


blefing # Abraham, 1 7 be thy God, „ich | 
reached unto his ſeed, being now come upon 


us Gentiles. 2 Vou have many helps to ſe- 
rious godlineſs, which others have not; you 
have many hindrances removed, which make 


it more difficult for others, who deſcend 


from wicked parents, and live in ignorant 


| religious families. You have more know- 


ledge, of Ged and I of fin and duty. 


L 


r your relation, and 4 think what 
Ga and all the world expect from you. 
There is a great privilege belonging to the 


. children of boly parents, if they do not for- 


feit i it, by forſaking and practically diſavow- | 


him, : 


— 


. Gal. iii. 14. 


— 


W 


wen nh. wg 


him, be will be your God, as will as theirs. 
© You haye an early intereſt | in Him as your 
25 Gad, if you will devote yourſelyes to him, 
and fulfil his covenant. To be ungodly 
children of holy parents, is the greateſt un- | 
worthjneſs that can be. Be en Bed, O ye 
| heavens! at this, ® that any perſons, or. | 
people, ſhould caſt off their God. Thine own 
friend, and thy father's friend, Jorfake not, faith 
Solomon, much leſs thy father” s God. How 
reproachful will be your wigkednefs, if you | 
are not better than others! if you, who are 
the children of the covenant, become the . 
children of the Devil, by doing his works! 
Shall there be a ſcoffing Iſhmael come out 
of Abraham's houſe, or a profane Efau from 
Iſaac's family? a rebellious Abſalom, or a 
filthy Amnon, be found in the family c of the 
holy David? God forbid ! Certainly 2. 
wicked child of. religious parents is one of 
the moſt miſerable ſpectacles in the world. 
He is within the viſible family of God, de- 
voted: to him, made acquainted with his duty, . 
4 7 eee 
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and can have no excuſe for his fin. What 
aggravation hath ſuch a one's guilt! They 
muſt have ſtifled more convictions, and re- 
ſiſted more grace, than others. And how 
fore and ſevere will be their condemnation, 


when all the prayers and pains of holy pa- 


rents $ ſhall witneſs againſt them! ! 


And have you no concern for, or love to 
| your parents ? Conſider how wicked children 
embitter all the comforts of their good pa- 
rents. The father of a fool, faith the wiſe 
man, bath no joy, * While parents are i n 
bitterneſs for a diſſolute child, they cannot 


have that Joy and comfort in one another, 


Which they otherwiſe might; nor in the 


other children, who are more hopeful: the 
whole family is. affficted, and diſturbed. 


The grace of God, by which they overcome 
their own corruptions, gives them not ſo 
much comfort as they would otherwiſe feel, 
when they ſee the ſin, they have mortified 


and forſaken, break out and reign in any of 
| 05 8 their 


- * Prov. Xvit. 21. 
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their children. Nor can they 'rejoice in 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt, as otherwiſe, when, 
according to the word of God, they hope and 
believe he 1s their friend and father, and, by 
the ſame word, have too much cauſe to fear, 
that if they get to heaven themſelves, ſuch 
of their children are not likely to follow 
them en 


295 ily, Let children and ſervants ks heed 
of their carriage towards one another, Let 
them endeavour after concord, and union, 

and love; and avoid contention, and falling 
out, and the uſe of provoking, exaſperating 
language on any occaſion. Let» them help 

one another 'as-they can, in health and fick- 


neſs, and take each other's concernment as 


their own. Let them watch over one another, 
28 to. the ſis and temptations they are moſt in 
dan oger of. Let them beware of vain un- 
profitable diſcourſe, and idleneſs; and moft 
carefully put away all filthy corrupt com- 


munication, whereby they may poiſon the 
ſouls of one another. Let them tenderly 


bear 
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h beat with one another” s failings, and pru- 3 


dently conceal each other's faults, where 


the concealment of them tends not to the I 


wrong of the. parent or maſter, or of any 
other, and where the revealing of them will 
only ſtir up ſtrife, This would alſo help to 
Fromote famiy religion 5 


May theſe imperfect admonitions be ſer- 
viceable to that purpoſe! With that hope I 
commend them to the Divine bleſſing, and 


my fellow-chriſtians to his grace and provi- g 
dence, Let us unite in the reſolution, that 


whatever others de,- we with our houſe will 


 forue 1 Lerd, and worſhip the God of our 


fathers; and in that way and manner, as to 
sur families, wherein we have, beſides their 


example, ſo great encouragement from the 


boly Scriptures, and from reaſon, and from 
the * dhe belt men in all ages: of the 
world. 
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ins proper to be 2 } y Parents 
1 their Children, and Maſters or Miſ- 
| treſſes to their Servants, (in the courſe © 


F their Family-inſtructions 11 eſpecially 
| before Confirmation, and the Recep- : 
nion 4 the Haß Communien. Eo 


4 is God * 


| 25 One almighty and inne evi 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 45 
. What hath he done for us? 35 
A. He hath created all things, and he go= © 
| vers and pceſerues all things. — 
2 What hath he done for our . 5 | 
A. He hath ſent his only Son into the 
world, to-die for our fins, and to rife again 
"oy our juſtification” 
2. How do you know this ? 
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4 He hath declared it in his Word. 
2. Hath this Word revealed to you any 
thing farther nc God's mercy to our 


ſouls? 


A. Yes: it deſcribes our Baviour, 28 
having aſcended into heaven, to intercede 


with God the Father, and to prepare man- 


ſions of glory for his faithful ſervants. 
©. Having known thus much concerning 
God, what ought we to know concerning 
ourſelves? I CE 
A. What we were, what u We are, and what 
we Hall be. . . | 
2. What were we? a 
2. In our firſt eſtate, before the entrance 
of ſin into the world, perfect and happy; 
made in the image of God, in * 
holineſs, and righteouſneſs. 

2. What are we? 

A. Since the fall of our firſt parents, chil- 
dren of wrath, 1 n to 0 and 
death. 1 

2. How ar are wwe delivered from this fate? 

* Fo 4. We 


* 


my 


bw. 


by Wea are, by Baptiſm, purified from ori- 
| ginal ſin, and made the children of Grace. | 


2. What ſboll we 5 
A. They who are cleanſed from their 


fins, and renewed by Grace i in this life, ſhall, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, be eternally Mor, in 


a better. 


2. What i is required to put us in. this 
happy ſtate? | 


A. An habitual fear and; love of God, as 
well in the ordinary courſe of our lives, 


as in the immediate exerciſes of rejigious | 
worſhip, 

2. Where are the fear and love of God 
5 preſeribed to us? 


A. Both in the Law and the Goſpel. 

2. What doth the Law teach us? 

4. In the Ten Commandments it teach 
eth piety towards God, juſtice and charity 


to our neighbour, and purity and holineſs as 


to ourſelves, 


2. And what doth the Goſpel pr pi erde r 


4. Faith and Repentance, i 
2 What 
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2 What is | chat Chriſtian faith which 
we profeſs ? ; 


A. A firm bels n Jeſus brit, and a 


thorough perſuaſion that he is both able and 
willing to ſave all chat come unto God 
rough him. 
©. What is e 5 
A. A ſincere forrow for, and hatred of our 
ſins, with a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of better obe- 
Oe ice for the time to come. 


and Reventarice? 
A. Obedience and an holy life. 


usb in the worſhip of God? 
A. An attentive hearing and reading of 
the Word of God, diligent and earneſt 
ae and receiving the holy Sacraments. 


1 Old and New Teſtaments. 
22. What is prayer? 
A. Adevoutappli cation of the ſoul to God, 
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4 What are the : proper fruits of F aith a 


'2 What are the particulars required of 


2 What mean you by the Word of God? 
A. The holy Scripeiies; & contained in the N 


bor me fapply of all our wants, for par- 


3 


I 
t 
1 
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in it. 


ſcribe, as intermediate between 
Sacraments ? 3 5 


don and peace, for grace 5 glory, er 8 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt. * oy 


9. What are the Sacraments? . 
A. Baptiſm, whereby we are called to a 


ſtate of ſalvation; and the Lord's Supper, 
whereby we- are. to continue 


9. What ordinance doth c our Church pre- 


A. That of Confirmation. 
= What is Confirmation ? 


A. A ſolemn renewal of the covenant : 
made with God in our name at our baptiſm, 
to renounce the devil, the world, and the 


fleſh, to believe in God, and 10 keep his 
commandments. E 


9. What are the i comeyed to Hh 


by the rite of confirmation? 
A. We are again dedicated in our own 


right, and by our own deliberate choice, to : 


the ſervice of God; and we receive the be- 


nefit of the devout prayers of our fellow- + 


chriſtians, and the ſolemn bleſſing of the 
+ 8 a 
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Biſhop, who, in laying on of hands, im- 
plores God's heavenly grace, that we may 


continue his ſervants for ever, and grow in 


| grace, till we are received into glory. 


D. What preparation is neceſſaty for 


eonfirmation? 
A. A ſerious enquiry how far we have ful- 
filled, and wherein we have broken, our bap- 


tiſmal covenant ; and an earneſt deſire, with 
prayer to God to enable us, more faithfully | 


to obſerve it for the time to come. 


_ 9. What is neceſſary to enable us to con- 
tinue in that good ow wherein e 


plapes us ? 

A. A conſtant parting of the holy com- 
munion. 

2, What is che neceſſary preparation for 
this? | 


A. A 3 of ourſelves, whe- 
cher we rightly underſtand what we there 


-commemorate, Viz, the death of Che for 
man's falvation.”  - 


2 What other enquiries muſt v we make? 
| 4 5 * Whether 4 


APPENDIX: | 175 
3 Whether we are truly penitent for our 


fins paſt, and NOTIFY reſolved to lead amore : 


holy life. 
2. What are we to enquire concerning 


our faith? _ 
A. Whether we believe? that Jeſus died 


for us, and that his death was a ſufficient | 


atonement and OREn for the ſins of th 


whole world. | 
2. What ought to be the diſpoſition of | 


our hearts towards God, more es on 


this occaſion ? 


A, We ought te be filled with thankſul- 


neſs, at the remembrance of his great merey. 


Q. And what, laſtly, ought to be the 
frame of our minds reſpecting our neigh- 
bours? f 

A. We ought to be in perfect charity to- 


wards all men; forgiving others, as we 425 


ſire to be forgiven at the hands of God. 


9. Will the regular ebſervance of private, 
family, and public worſhip, the uſe of the 
ſacraments, and the rite of confirmation, ſe- 
eure our intereſt 1 in the kingdom c of Heaven 5 
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A. Not without holineſs of heart and life; 
which it is poſſible, but ſcarcely probable, 
that they who are thus obſervant of religious 


duties ſhould fail of attaining. - 


9, What caution is neceſſary to prevent 
us from reſting on the outward means ? 
A. We muſt remember that the end of 
them all, is that ' holineſs, without which no 


man 28 nu the Lord. 


MORNING PRAYER, 


FOR A FAMILY; 


* reading a. Plain, or ſhort Portis on of 


Seripture. 


Let us prey. . 


Armeury God, Faber of all mer- 
cies, we thy ſinful creatures preſent. to thy: 


Divine wrong our morning ſacrifice of 
| praiſe 


Ge 
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praiſe and thankſgiving for all thy goodneſs 
towards us, particularly for thy preſervation 


of us the night paſt, and for bringing us ſafe 


to the beginning of this day; but above all, 
we praiſe thee for the redemption of man- 


kind by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the means 


of grace, and for the hopes of glory. Lord, 


grant us ſuch a ſenſe of all thy mercies, as 


may make us thankful for thy loving-kind- 


neſs, contented in our ſtation, and obedient 
to thy will and commandments all the days 


of our lives. e 7 


We have güne. O Lord, and are unwor- 


thy of the leaſt of all thy favours; with 
ſorrow we confeſs our tranſgreſſions, and 
humbly pray for thy grace to diſpoſe and 
enable us to forſake them, and amend our 


lives: and whereas, through our ſins, we 


are hindered from running the race which is 


ſet before us, we implore that mercy at thine 
hands, which may ſpeedily help and deliver 
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O God, the preſerver of all that truſt in 
thee, keep us, we beſeech thee, this day and 
ever, under the protection of thy good pro- 
vidence; and above all things make us to 
have a perpetual fear and love of thy holy 
name. Teach us ſo to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom, and 
conſider and provide for our latter end; and 
at our laſt hour ſpare us, O Lord, moſt holy, 


O God, moſt mighty; nor ſuffer us, through 
any POR of deaths. to fall from thee, : 


O Lord, we deen this, * keep thy 
houſehold the church in continual godlineſs; 
and let not her enemies ever prevail againſt 
her. Grant that all who believe in thy 
name, may agree in the truth of thy holy 
word, and live in unity and godly love. 
Bleſs our gracious Sovereign, and all the 
Royal Family, and all our _governors in 
church and ſtate, that, through their endea- 
vours, peace and happineſs, truth and Juſtice, 
religion and piety may be eſtabliſhed among 


us for all generations. Be pleaſed to help 
| - and 
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and comfort the afflicted and diſtreſſed in 
mind, body, or eſtate; giving them patience; 
under their ſufferings, and a timely deli- - 


verance from all their ſorrows. Bleſs all 


all that are near and dear to us, and all who 
have an intereſt in theſe our unworthy 


prayers; and do more for us and them than 


we know how to aſk, or are worthy to re- 


ceive, except through the worthineſs, and 
for the ſake of, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our ' 


Lord; in whoſe bleſſed name and words, “ Here inſert 
-- > the Sunday 
we further call «pon thee, int, Morning 


Prayer. 
5 F aha which art in heaven, hal- 


lowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 


thy will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 


ven; give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 


that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not into 
tenjptation, but deliver us from evil; for 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and « ever. Amen. br 
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The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chad, 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with us all, now and ever- 
more. Amen. | | | | 


D 


444 this on i Mornin, g. 


0 Lag, who haſt brought us ſafe to the 
beginning of this holy day, give us grace to 
employ it to the purpoſes for which thou 
haſt mercifully given it: in prayer and 
praiſe, in reading and hearing the word of 
God, in holy meditation, and in ſerious, 


innocent, and ſober converſation. Grant, Ip 


Lord, that we may not turn away our feet 
from thy courts on this thy holy day; but 
account the Sabbath our delight, and the 
duties of the Sabbath our greateſt comfort 
and ſatisfaction; and may the words of our 
mouths, and the meditations of our hearts, 
be this day and ever acceptable in thy ſight, 
through Jeſus Obriſt our Toy Saviour and 
Redeemer « . 


3 121 Bj. 4 A 

A N 

EVENING PRAYER, ; 

FOR A FAMILY; | 

After reading a Pjalm, or a Portion i the L 

| New Teſtament. : 

e 3 "as US pray. 4 
| O FATHER of mercies, and God of all : | 
; comfort, who art nigh unto all that call upon ; 
thee faithfully! accept, we beſeech thee, this 5 

f | our evening ſacrifice of prayer and praiſe ; 7 
' BM not dealing with us after our fins, nor re- . 
ea ing us and our ſervices, as our iniquities  , Þ| 
too juſtly deſerve. Father, we have ſinned i 
2 againſt heaven, and before thee, and yet . 
| thou art never weary to do us good: this day N 
thou haſt added to the number of thy mer- : 

_ cies, and given us new occaſion to bleſs and 2 

pralſe thy holy name. Lord, make us truly 1 

1 

ſenſible of, and thankful for, all thy good- 5 

neſs ; more eſpecially for that greateſt of all i 

thy mercies, the redemption of mankind, by 7 

the ſuſferings and death of thy bleſſed Son. [.. 

Ard ] 
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And humbly we beſeech thee to grant Pl 


we may not, by our ſinfulneſs, render thy 
mercies of no effect to our ſalvation; but 


that, living from henceforth to thy honour 
and glory, we may be made partakers of that 
happineſs which thou haſt purchaſed for us. 


We thank thee for the mercies of the day 
paſt in particular, wherein we have been bleſt 
with the neceſſaries and comforts of life, and | 
have been preſerved from, or ſupported under, 
evil accidents and misfortunes ; and we im- 
plore the continuance of the ſame protecting 
hand over us, and all that belong to us, 
this night; beſeeching thee to grant us ſuch: 


quiet and comfortable reſt, and peace, and 


ſafety, that with grateful hearts we may riſe 


to thy ſervice, enabled and rightly diſpoſed to 
Fulfil the duties of our ſeveral ſtations, if thou 
Art pleaſed in er to add another ** to 
our lives. | 


Lord, we beſeech thee to have mercy on 
che whole race of mankind. Grant to thy 
faithful people, pardon and peace; to thy 


FE church, 


"Hark. unity and love, and deity addition 


to it of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. Grant the 
King a long life and happy reign over us; 


to his Royal Family, the bleſſings of the 
5 preſent life, and of that which is to come. 


To all his miniſters and magiſtrates grant 
wiſdom and integrity; to the clergy, truth 
in their doctrines, and holineſs in their 


lives; to thoſe that are in fin, repentance 


and better minds; to thoſe that are in error, 


direction and conviction, to the acknow- 


ledgement and practice of the truih. To all 


that are in adyerſity, grant comfort and re- 


lief; to thoſe that are in proſperity, an 
humble and grateful ſenſe of thy mercy, and 


of their dependance upon thee; to all our 


relations and friends give ſuch a meaſure of 
thy bleſſings, as is really beſt for them. 
Pardon our enemies, and give us grace to 


forgive them as freely as we deſire to be for- 
given at the laſt day. 


| Theſe prayers and praiſes we humbl y offer | 
£0 the throne of zrace in behalf of ourſelves, 
| and 
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and of all mankind, in the name, and through 
the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and 

Here add Saviour, who, knowing all our wants, and 
*be Prayer having compaſſion on all our infirmities, hath 


for Sunday 
3 taught and commanded us thus to pray: 


Our F ather, which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
tby will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 

den; give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

for thine 1s the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 


* 


The grace of da Lord 1 Jeſus Chriſt, aud 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be with us all, now and ever- 
more, Amen, 
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* 


Add this on Sunday Evening. 
We deſire unfeigned] y to praiſe thy name, 


O God! for the gracious opportunity af- 


forded us of preſenting ourſelves before thee 
this day, in the place ſet apart for thy wor- 


| ſhip and ſervice. We have offered our ſer- 


vices of prayer and praiſe; but we reflect with 


| ſorrow on the imperfections which have ac- 


companied our beſt performances. Ol be 


pleaſed to accept our unworthy ſacrifice 


and be not extreme to mark what is done 
amiſs, for the ſake of him in whoſe name we 
have prayed, and on whoſe merits we rely 


for pardon and acceptance, Proſper, we 


beſeech thee, the endeavours of thy miniſters, 


who have rightly divided the word of truth; 


and grant that every good inſtruction, deli- 


vered by them this day, may not only ſound 
in the ear, but ſink deep into the heart, 
and become the ſavour of life to their 


hearers. Grant, that every ordinance which 
hath been adminiſtered may be effectual to 


promote the ſalvation of ſuch as have been 


: partakers 
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partakers of it, and have a bleſſed influench 
on their hearts and lives. And for ourſelves, 
at, as we have been taught how we 
walk and to pleaſe God, we may 
do ſo unto our lives? end „through 
Hes Chriſt our FD.” Amen. 
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